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Keowee Key members in upstate South Carolina 
have always been generous in supporting charita-
ble organizations. But Jon Bachman and some of 

his like-minded neighbors thought that there could 
be a more focused effort to support local nonprofits. 
So in 2018, they created the Keowee Key Commu-
nity Partnership (KKCP).

“We knew that Keowee Key members were giving 
tens of thousands of hours each year as volunteers,” 
said Bachman, who serves as Chair of the 11-mem-
ber KKCP board. “We thought that we could le-
verage that volunteerism to drive contributions to 
organizations helping people right here in Oconee 
County.”

The KKCP designates local “Partner” charities, 
some nominated by Keowee Key volunteers and oth-
ers which apply for support. Each is vetted to ensure 
that they are IRS-certified nonprofits and all agree to 
issue tax-deductible receipts for donations received. 
“Our Partners commit to invest donations received 
from Keowee Key exclusively within Oconee County 
and to report back quarterly to KKCP the total of 
those contributions,” Bachman said. “KKCP doesn’t 
collect or disburse any funds directly, nor do we 
know the identities of donors, but we do promote 
our Partners to encourage volunteers and donors.

“Through the end of 2020, our Partners have 
reported contributions from Keowee Key of more 
than $475,000,” he continued. “That includes 
matching funds from our members’ employers, 
or the former employers of retirees and from lo-
cal companies doing business here in Keowee Key. 
That financial support has really been appreciated 
in the past year due to COVID-19 restrictions on 
in-person volunteer activities and the cancellation of 
some fundraising events.”

Among the 20 KKCP Partner charities are local 
chapters of national and regional nonprofits and 
smaller charities specific to Oconee County. To-
gether they address many of the educational, nutri-
tional, medical, and social needs of less-fortunate 
residents in the county. “Our agreement with each 
Partner is that all money received from Keowee 
Key members is spent in Oconee County,” Bach-
man said.

“In the year ahead,” he concluded, “we want to 
expand the number of our Keowee Key member 
participants, especially among new residents. We 
also hope to get more local businesses involved as 
donors and add new Partners where we can have 
a positive impact on the good work that they’re 
doing.” 
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