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A powerful force

for the greater good
mericans are generous, and
that's certainly true about
the residents of Keowee Key,

a community of mostly retirees on
the shores of Lake Keowee.

Like many Americans, Keowee
Key residents volunteer their
time and donate to charities. But
some of those residents may be
unaware of the local groups that
need their time, talent and chari-
table dollars.

That's where the Keowee Key
Community Partnership has
stered in.

T e group was formed after it
was learned that Keowee Key
residents donated 100,000 hours
to various Oconee County-based
groups.

uThe thought came about 'If we
can donate 100,000 hours, what
happens if we start adding dollar
signs to those numbers?'" part-
nership chair Jon Bachman asked.
"What kind of impact could we
have on the residents of Oconee

The Keowee Key Community
Partnership has positioned itself
as a source of information for the
residents, who can then donate
their time and charitable dollars to
any local group of their choosing.
For the community partnership,
the key was to make residents
aware of what's out there — a crit-
ical step when just more than 50
percent of your nei hbors aren't
even from the Sout .

The Keowee Key Communi-
ty Partnership started almost a

year ago, workin 
Technfcal 

initially with
Tri-County College and
quickly adding the Tamassee
DAR School, Ripple of One and
the Keowee Fire District. Within
nine months, Keowee Key res-
idents had donated $47,000 to
those roups. Since that time, the
Foothi Is YMCA, Safe Harbor, the
Oconee Memorial Hospital Foun-
dation, Collins Children's Home
and Habitat for Humanity have
been added to the list.

Nationally, we know that individ-
uals, bequests, foundations and
corporations in this country gave
an estimated $427.71 billion to
charities in 2018, according to Giv-
ing USA 2019: The Annual Report
on Philanthro y for the Year 2018.

To keep tract of how much res-
idents were giving, the Keowee
Key Community Partnership and
its partner agencies have agreed
to report the number of donations
and dollar amounts from Keowee
Key residents; those partners don't
give out the names of donors.

üWe're fortunate," Bachman
said. "Some others are not as
fortunate. These charities are out
there to try and assist them, and
we're trying to assist those chari-
ties. Hopefully, other communities
will follow."

That effort can turn a community
of new Oconee County residents
into a powerful force for the great-
er good — and it reminds all of us
of the importance of embracing
the work that needs to be done in
our own hometowns.


