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KKCP Forum
In October, the Keowee Key Community Part-

nership hosted a “Meet & Greet,” an opportunity 
for our members to be introduced to the 20 fab-
ulous charity organizations that partner with us. 
With wine, beer, and cheese and crackers spon-
sored by Sam Head of Carolinas Wealth Manage-
ment, our residents had the opportunity to visit 
the tables set up by the partners and meet and 
speak with representatives of all 20 partner char-
ities.

Oconee County Sheriff Mike Crenshaw was 
the guest speaker and highlighted the important 
role each of the partners plays in assisting those 
less fortunate in Oconee County. After a short 
presentation, our members had another chance 
to mingle and meet the partner charities. Secure 
donation boxes were set up which provided the 
opportunity to make anonymous donations to 
any or all of the charities. An anonymous donor 
stepped up and agreed to match up to $10,000 
in donations received. Towards the end of the 
event, Sam Head, together with estate lawyer Tim 
Merrell opened the envelopes from the donation 
boxes and tallied the results per charity. An amaz-
ing $24,960 was raised. Adding in the $10,000 
match, a total of $34,960 was raised for charity. 
Once again Keowee Key members stepped up to 
help those less fortunate in Oconee County. To 
quote some of our partners:
•	 I just wanted to say thank you so much for the 

opportunity you provided for all of us this af-
ternoon. Being able to speak face to face with 
so many of Keowee Key’s generous donors was 
truly a blessing. Your efforts are so appreciated 
and the good that you do touches the lives of all 
of us. 

•	 The event was wonderful and I’m so grateful for 
the generosity of the Keowee Key community!

•	 Wow, amazing. You have an amazing organi-
zation that supports the community they live 
in.

•	 Thank you, Keowee Key, and the Keowee Key 
Community Partnership, you are amazing.

Local Businesses Making a Difference
Keowee Key Community Partnership (KKCP) 

is now in its third year. Our mission has been, 
and continues to be, as follows:

…[T]o improve the lives of the less fortunate 
in Oconee County by partnering with non-profit 
organizations making a difference here, inform-
ing Keowee Key members about them, encourag-
ing their support, and seeking matching funds for 

members’ donations.
We currently partner with 21 local non-profit 

organizations that truly are making a difference 
in our county. You can find this list and a de-
scription of the services offered by each on our 
website, kkcommunitypartnership.com, and on 
our Facebook page, facebook.com/KeoweeKey-
SC.com.

We hope that each member of Keowee Key that 
donates financially to one of our Community 
Partners makes it clear they are from Keowee Key 
by writing KKCP or Keowee Key on the memo 
line of your check. Our members are very gener-
ous in their financial support of worthy nonprof-
its in our community. Collectively we can make 
more of a difference!

Additionally, there are some groups in Keowee 
Key that hold charity events or collect donations 
to contribute to these local nonprofits. These con-
tributions are very meaningful as our members 
take time from their activities to share with those 
less fortunate.

This past year, KKCP has also focused on reach-
ing out to local businesses that do substantial 
business in Keowee Key to enlist the support of 
our Community Partner. Their response to our 
mission has been generous. Some comments from 
those participating are as follows: “We have al-
ways supported local charities, but through the 
Keowee Key Community Partnership, we discov-
ered local charities dedicated to helping those in 
Oconee County that we knew nothing about;” 
“We knew that Keowee Key was a significant 
contributor to many support groups in Oconee 
County, but we did not know the extent of Ke-
owee Key community’s contribution.”

Local businesses are inspired by the generosity 
of our members and have in turn wanted to join 
with us. We have thirteen local businesses that 
responded positively in 2021 to be a part of our 
mission. These include the following:
•	 BASF – The World’s largest chemical com-

pany with a major plant in Oconee County.
•	 Financial Advisors: Sam Head with Caroli-

na Wealth Management; David Adrian with 
Edward Jones Investments; Darek Lunka 
with Lunka Investments; and Eric Breazel 
with Wells Fargo Advisors.

•	 Realtors: Sue Pulliam, Becky Rutkiewic, and 
Melanie Fink with Allen Tate; and Patti and 
Gary Cason with Keller Williams.

•	 Other local businesses that are now Business 
Partners with KKCP include: 

•	 Dolly’s Roofing; For the Birds; The Wine 

Emporium and Upstate Insurance
Please thank each of these local businesses when 

you do business with them for being a partner 
supporter with KKCP to help our nonprofit 
Community Partners. They truly are making a 
difference. Through the end of the third quarter 
of 2021, KKCP has recorded 
total cumulative donations 
by Keowee Key members and 
our business Partner Support-
ers of $699,396! This truly is 
an amazing amount of dona-
tions. Together we are better 
and do make a difference in 
our community.

Becky Rutkiewic Matches  
Keowee Key Donations

Becky Rutkiewic, with Al-
len Tate Realty, has been serv-
ing clients in Keowee Key for 
the past eight years. She believes in supporting 
the local community where she lives. Becky has 
chosen to support and match funds for two of our 
partners – Fostering Faithfully and Graces Clos-
et because, as she explains, “they help children 
grow and succeed in our local community. It is 
my pleasure to give to local organizations.”

A proud Air Force veteran, Becky served for 
more than 24 years in the human resource field. 
She enjoyed many state-side assignments, culmi-
nating with an eight-year assignment at the Pen-
tagon. Her years of military service helped her to 
build her real estate business here in the Upstate.

After moving to Keowee Key in 2012, Becky 
began her real estate state journey with Bob Hill 
Realty in 2013. She moved to 1st Choice Realty 
in 2017 and when 1st Choice Realty merged with 
Allen Tate in 2018, she jumped on board. She 
enjoys assisting buyers and sellers in the purchase 
and sale of their homes right here in Keowee Key, 
where she lives. Each sale is different and under-
standing a client’s needs and desires, combined 
with a high level of experience and guidance leads 
to happy homeowners and sellers and many life-
long relationships.

Wild Hearts Equine Therapy a Year in Review 
– 2021

Wild Hearts Equine Therapeutic Center, Inc. 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit company that cultivates 
powerful connections between people and horses 
to help clients with physical, intellectual, or emo-
tional challenges. Among their clients are families 

KEOWEE KEY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (KKCP)


