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Our History – Part Two
This is the second in a two-part series of the history of Keowee Key Com-

munity Partnership. As stated last month, our Mission Statement from our 
beginning in 2018 is as follows:

Our mission is to improve the lives of the less fortunate in Oconee County by part-
nering with non-profit organizations making a difference here, informing Keowee 
key members about them, encouraging their support, and seeking matching funds 
for members’ donations.

Last month, we discussed our actions in relation to the first part of the Mis-
sion Statement – partnering with non-profit organizations. The second part 
of our Mission Statement provides that we will inform Keowee Key members 
about our non-profit partners and encourage their support of them. This mis-
sion is accomplished in several different ways. We routinely write articles for 
the monthly Scuttlebutt focusing on one or more of our community partners. 
Information is also provided for the Friday Flyer about upcoming activities of 
our Community Partners. We also developed our own website, which is con-
tinually updated - www.kkcommunitypartnership.com. This same informa-
tion can be accessed through the Keowee Key website under Member Central, 
Philanthropy. We also have a very active Facebook page.

Additionally, we have organized three Forums, or “Meet & Greets.” The first 
was held in October 2018 to both introduce our group and our first part-
ner, Tri-County Technical College. Our second Forum was in 2019 when we 
introduced eight additional community partners. We also presented a finan-
cial roundtable aimed at explaining how the new tax laws could be used to 
maximize charitable giving. We were not able to have a Forum in 2020 due 
to COVID but instead presented a videotaped message from Amanda Brock, 
Oconee County Administrator.

Our most recent Forum was in October of 2021 with Sheriff Mike Crenshaw 
as our guest speaker. All twenty of our community partners were in attendance 
at that time so all of the members of Keowee Key could meet each of them. One 
of our business partners agreed to match the first $10,000 in contributions. We 
have another Forum planned for later this spring with details to follow.

The final part of our mission statement provides that we will seek match-
ing funds for members’ donations. Starting in the fall of 2020, we began ap-
proaching local businesses that do a fair amount of business in Keowee Key to 
encourage their support of our partners. We were initially successful in having 
two businesses join us as Business Partners. We expanded that number in 2021 
to thirteen. Our first large manufacturing company with a plant in Oconee 
County, BASF, also joined us in 2021. We are continuing to contact local busi-
nesses to try to increase the amount of matching funds to support our Com-
munity Partners.

It has also been wonderful to see our Keowee Key clubs and organizations 
join in the charitable giving. Fundraising events have been held by the men’s 
and women’s 9- and 18-Hole golf groups, the tennis association, the pickleball 
group, Couples Invitational golf tournament, a mahjong group, the Crafts Fair, 
and more.

Through the past four years, we have been amazed at the overwhelming gen-
erosity of our friends and neighbors in Keowee Key. In addition to the very 
large number of volunteer hours given by members of Keowee Key, the finan-
cial giving has continued to increase each year. In 2018, we reported $16,810 
in financial contributions, $187,331 in 2019, and $272,253 in 2020. Last year, 
when our Community Partners needed it the most, members of Keowee Key 

contributed $466, 866. Everyone should so proud to be part of such a wonder-
ful community.

There can be no doubt but that Keowee Key is having a profound impact on 
the less fortunate in Oconee County, both in our time commitments and in 
our financial giving. In the four years since our first brainstorming meeting, 
we are amazed that we have tracked a staggering total financial contribution of 
$943,260. We wish it was possible to track the hours of volunteer time that is 
given because we know it is just as massive. Thank you Keowee Key! Remem-
ber to write KKCP on every check you send to our Partners so we can use the 
total numbers to encourage more financial giving from our members and local 
businesses.

Spring Forum Featuring Phil Shirley and Ken Sloan
Save the date – May 18, 3-5:30 p.m. in the Vista Ball-

room of The Club. Complimentary refreshments – beer, 
wine, and cheese – courtesy of Carolina Wealth Manage-
ment will be served.

This Forum is your unique opportunity to visit one-on-
one with our 22 nonprofit Partners affiliated with Keowee 
Key Community Partnership.

Each Partner will have a table staffed by team members 
around the room, ready to discuss their work, identify vol-
unteer opportunities, and answer your questions. You’ll find 
that each one is doing incredible work to help the less fortu-
nate in Oconee County.

Our featured speakers this year are Phil Shirley and Ken 
Sloan. Phil, Director of Oconee County Parks, Recreation, 
and Tourism, is a native of Oconee County and a graduate 
of Western Carolina University. Ken is President and CEO 
of Visit Oconee South Carolina. Before creating this organi-
zation, Ken founded the Jocassee Outdoor Center. Together 
their public/private partnership is responsible for the devel-
opment, management, and marketing of our very successful 
outdoor and tourism facilities, programs, and events. Both 
are very active in Oconee County and regional-related in-
dustry groups and have been recognized by their peers for 
their innovative and quality solutions.

As you plan your summer family and guest activities, you will definitely want 
to benefit from Phil and Ken’s update on the many parks, waterfalls, and oth-
er outdoor activities available in Oconee County, as well as the many special 
events scheduled.

So we can plan accordingly, please call The Club at 944-2151, to reserve a 
seat, and mark your calendars for Keowee Key Community Partnership’s third 
Partner Appreciation Forum on Wednesday, May 18. Hope to see you there as 
Keowee Key celebrates its 50th Anniversary and KKCP approaches $1,000,000 
of member donations after only 42 months!

Support Grace’s Closet Golf Tournament 2022
Grace’s Closet has a simple mission that tru-

ly changes the lives of our children and youth, as 
follows: “We help students build self-confidence 
and succeed both in and out of school by provid-
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ing basic resources such 
as food, clothing, school 
supplies, and hygiene.” 
They are located on cam-
pus at 19 Oconee Coun-
ty schools. The space 
they use is arranged like a 
store where the students 
can shop and select for 
themselves what they need and want. Their vision is 
to “furnish students with needed basic resources for 
success at their fullest potential without the stress of 
economic hardships.”

In addition to physical donations, it also needs 
financial donations to make all of its programs a success. To assist in that en-
deavor, Grace’s Closet is sponsoring a golf tournament on Friday, May 6 at 
the Windsor at Walhalla Golf Course. Four-person team entry is $550, with 
the opportunity to purchase red tees and mulligans. There is an opportunity 
to sponsor a hole for $150, with signage at the tee box. There are also oppor-
tunities for sponsorships at the Gold level ($5,000), Silver level ($2,500), and 
Bronze level ($1,000). For details of what is included in each level, or for more 
information on the golf tournament, please call Julie-ann Shannon at 864-557-
9399. You can register online at www.gracescloset.org.

Grace’s Closet welcomes donations of new or gently used youth and teenager 
clothing, hygiene items, and school supplies, which they then make available 
to students at their school. Through their efforts, youth can be on a more equal 
footing with their peers in an academic setting by not worrying about their 
clothes, their hygiene, or what food they may need.

Please join your friends in having a good time playing golf while also helping 
a very worthwhile organization. KKCP is very proud to be a partner with this 
much-needed local nonprofit organization.

Friends of the Guardians ad Litem
Do you know the difference between a Guard-

ian ad Litem and The Friends of the Guardian 
ad Litem? Do you know what a Guardian ad 
Litem is? Are you aware of the important role 
they perform in looking after Count-appointed 
foster children? Do you know what the Friends 
of the Guardians ad Litem do and how important their role is to these foster 
children? Knowing is understanding and understanding leads to compassion 
and support. Help us help the Guardians who ultimately help the children.

The Oconee County Guardian ad Litem program works with the Depart-
ment of Social Services (DSS). When a child is taken into the custody of DSS, 
a Guardian ad Litem is appointed by the court. The role of the Guardian is to 
assure that the child’s best interests are always considered. But there is a quirk in 
the system: while the Guardian is there to assure the best interests of the child 
appointed to them are met, they are prohibited from providing any financial 
assistance to either the child or the foster family.

Unfortunately, this means that if the child has an unmet need that the foster 
family cannot afford and that DSS or other agencies do not cover, the child 

goes wanting. For example, if a foster family traditionally cares for elementa-
ry school-age children but is assigned an infant due to a lack of other foster 
families, they may not have a crib, highchair, clothing, etc. appropriate for an 
infant. They also may not be able to afford these items.

This is where the Friends of the Guardians step in. The Friends of the Guard-
ians can purchase necessary items for the foster family at the request of the 
Guardian. The Friends of the Guardian also provide other items that the 
Guardian ad Litem feels are important to the child, like camp fees, clothing, 
lice treatment, extra eyeglasses, and the list goes on. It’s a roundabout way of 
finding a solution that keeps the best interest of the child front and center. Last 
year they assisted 20 children and brought some normalcy to their lives.

Founded in 1998, the Oconee County Friends of the Guardian survives 
mostly on personal donations. Keowee Key donors can be assured that the 
donations they make remain with the children of Oconee County and every 
penny goes towards these needs. The Oconee County Friends of the Guard-
ians ad Litem is an all-volunteer organization and a Keowee Key Community 
Partnership Partner. Looking for a worthy charity to support, either financially 
or with volunteer hours, the Friends of the Guardians ad Litem is a great one. 
When you donate to the Friends of the Guardians, please write KKCP on the 
memo line of your check.

2nd Annual Eddie Nichols Memorial

Charity Golf Tournament
Sponsored by the Salem Lions Club

WE ARE BACK AND READY TO PLAY!
It is Time to Play Golf with “THE SALEM LIONS” AT Keowee Key

When: April 27th                      
(Rain date: May 25th, 2022)

Where: Keowee Key Golf Course and Country Club
What: 18 Beautiful Holes, Dinner, Prizes and Drawing
How much:  $120.00 per golfer / $480.00 per team

How: Check Your E-Mail, Details to Follow!
Why: The Salem Lions were founded in 1966 and are dedicated to 
supporting YOUR COMMUNITY. We assist those in need, and those 
less fortunate.  The proceeds benefit, “Vision Screening & Eye Exams-
Eyeglass Assistance” and Many More Worthy Causes.

HELP US, HELP THOSE IN NEED!
“WE SERVE” IS OUR MISSION, EXECUTED BY 40 VOLUNTEERS WHO NEED YOUR

SUPPORT!

Once Again!
Put away the Pens, Pencils and Paper

THE REGISTRATION DOCUMENT WILL BE ON-LINE!
When you receive our E-Mail later this month, just click the link and you will be 
prompted to enter each Player Name,   Handicap, Phone Number and E-Mail Address.  
You can also select whether you are bringing a guest to dinner!  Then select SUBMIT at 
the bottom of the page. The last step will be to pay with PayPal or credit/debit card. In 
lieu of online payment, mail check made out to the SALEM LIONS CHARITIES to: 

Michael Duciewicz, 9 Divot Landing, Salem, SC 29676.  

We made it Easy, Fast and Safe
(A hard copy form can be obtained in the Pro Shop or by E-Mailing: michaelduciewicz@yahoo.com)


