
Page 25ScuttlebuttScuttlebuttMay 2022

Million Dollar Milestone
How long 

do you think it 
would take for 
you and your 
neighbors to do-
nate $1,000,000 
to Oconee County Charities? Five years, ten years, lon-
ger?

The remarkable generosity of Keowee Key members 
has put us on track to reach this milestone in a little 
over three years. As of this writing, we’re almost there.

In the three years since the creation of the Keowee 
Key Community Partnership (KKCP), you have gen-
erously contributed to a diverse range of social services 
in Oconee County. This remarkable accomplishment 
means so much to our partners. KKCP is not a char-
ity, we are not a 501(c)(3), and we do not make di-
rect contributions to our partners. You do. Writing 
“KKCP” on the memo line of your donation check 
helps flag your contributions so that our partners can 
tell us how much they’ve received from Keowee Key. 
Our partners do not list the names of the donors, only 
the amount they received.

Why is this important? Over the years, we have heard 
on numerous occasions about the tremendous num-
ber of volunteer hours our members use in support of 
local charities. We also knew that our members gave 
generously to their alma maters and other charities. 
But there is also a need to provide vital financial sup-
port to organizations that assist our neighbors in the 
place where we live, Oconee County. All our charity 
Partners need and appreciate your support, those with 
limited fundraising support more than you would ex-
pect. Here is where KKCP steps in. We try to raise 
the visibility of all our partners, through Scuttlebutt 
articles, and forums like the one coming up on May 
18. By introducing you to these charities, we hope that 
you will include them in your charitable giving. You 
can see a complete list of all 22 partners on our web-
site, by going to Member Central, Philanthropy.

Please come celebrate this milestone accomplish-
ment of $1,000,000 in donations. Join us on Wednes-
day, May 18 to meet our Partners and help support 
them.

Purple Heart Homes –  
Golden Corner Chapter

Imagine being a disabled or aging veteran here in 
Oconee County who is no longer able to navigate his 
or her home due to the physical restrictions brought 
on by disability and/or age. How do you get a wheel-
chair through a doorway that was designed years ago 
and is not ADA (American Disabilities Act) compli-
ant? Or, how do you take a shower or bath when the 
shower and tub do not accommodate a wheelchair?

Purple Heart 
Homes – Golden 
Corner Chapter 
steps in to assist! 
With volunteers, 
they build wheel-
chair ramps, widen 
doorways, remodel 
bathrooms, and of-
fer other redesign 
or rebuild services 
to make the impossible possible for our veterans who 
cannot afford these upgrades.

Purple Heart Homes is a national 501(c)(3) charita-
ble organization established in 2008 with the mission 
of providing housing solutions for aging veterans and 
those with disabilities related to their military service. 
The Golden Corner chapter was started here in Ke-
owee Key in 2012 and was the first chapter authorized 
by the National Organization. The Board of Honoring 
Their Service, all Keowee Key residents, convinced the 
National Organization that a chapter approach would 
empower communities to help their own veterans. 
Purple Heart Homes USA agreed to charter the Gold-
en Corner Chapter on a trial basis and the rest is histo-
ry. As a result of their success, there are now Chapters 
throughout the United States. Well done Keowee Key!

Since its inception, over 200 volunteers from the 
Golden Corner Chapter have helped 135 Veterans in 
the Upstate. Of those veterans who were helped, seven 
were WWII Veterans, 18 were Korean War Veterans, 
42 were Vietnam Veterans, and the remainder were 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans. In addition, the Gold-
en Corner Chapter has raised $165,000 and Home 
Depot has donated over $332,000 in materials. Other 
organizations have provided nearly $150,000 in in-
kind services and materials.

Looking for a worthy charity to support with volun-
teer time or financial support? Purple Heart Homes – 
Golden Corner Chapter is a great choice, and they are 
also a Keowee Key Community Partnership (KKCP) 
Partner. You can read more about them by visiting the 
Keowee Key website, going to Member Central, click-
ing on Philanthropy, and then searching them out on 
the KKCP Partners page. Here you can find out how 
to volunteer and how to donate to them, when you 
donate, please write KKCP on the memo line of your 
check.

Chudyk Financial Services becomes a 
KKCP Partner Supporter!

Welcome and thank you. After hearing about KKCP, 
its Mission, and its accomplishments, Chudyk Finan-
cial Services has agreed to donate $600 to six KKCP 
Partners because in their words: “We believe that it is 
important for each of us to do our small part to make the 

world a better place.” Importantly, Dave offered his 
team, one of whom is Keowee Key resident Dana 
Swarner, the opportunity to select the Partner Char-
ities to support. To quote Dave, “This is such a great 
program!” The charities David’s team selected include: 
Graces Closet, Fostering Faithfully, Collins Children’s 
Home, Habitat for Humanity, Friends of Guardian 
Ad Litem, and Our Daily Rest. Each will receive a 
$100 donation.

David Chudyk, CFP®, founded Chudyk Financial 
Services and Insurance Group in 2005. As a Certified 
Financial Planner™ and through a relationship with 
the Greenville-based, Parallel Financial Partners, Chu-
dyk Financial Services works with clients to help them 
have financial peace of mind with their investment 
and financial planning decisions. In addition, Chudyk 
Financial Services and Insurance group has an entire 
team that helps with the insurance needs of individ-
uals and businesses. You can hear more about them 
by visiting David’s podcast at www.weeklywealthpod-
cast.com. Located on East North First Street near the 
Route 130 and Route  123 intersection, they are com-
mitted to serving Oconee County.

Ride to Work Needs Our Help
An informative article on this special nonprofit was 

included in the February Scuttlebutt. Since that time, 
the Ride to Work ministry has been carrying more rid-
ers than ever before. Since 2017, this local nonprofit 
has been providing low-cost temporary rides to/from 
work for qualified individuals until they can arrange 
their own transportation. They also assist participants 
with purchasing used vehicles or using vehicles donat-
ed to Ride to Work. This has been the busiest quarter 
ever and they are having to turn away some in need 
due to a lack of resources.

The good news is that a generous donor in this 
area has offered to match donations up to a total of 
$35,000! With additional donations, more riders can 
be helped as they work to help themselves.

All of the work with this nonprofit is done by vol-
unteers who review applications, screen candidates, 
schedule rides, and coach riders. A local commercial 
driver service is used to provide rides for the partic-
ipants at an average cost of about $35-$40 per day, 
with each rider being charged $5-$10 a day. The dif-
ference is covered with donations. Ride to Work com-
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pleted its 10,000th ride last month, carrying 226 rid-
ers since it first began. Their graduation rate from the 
program continues to be about 50 percent - meaning 
riders who subsequently kept their job and found their 
own way to work. Riders are evenly split between men 
and women.

The picture is Tyler who was living at Our Daily Rest 
in Seneca when he became a part of the Ride to Work 
Ministry. He started to work at Borg-Warner through 
a temp agency and was hired full-time 90 days later. 
He focused on saving the money he earned while par-
ticipating with Ride to Work. Within a few months, 
he was able to rent 
an apartment and 
buy his truck for 
cash from a local 
dealer, achieving 
i ndependence . 
This is the goal of 
the Ride to Work 
ministry - to help 
Oconee residents who want to help themselves achieve 
independence.

Please help this very worthwhile group fund its good 
work by donating generously so that the matching do-
nation can be fully received. Donations can be made 
either in person at our forum scheduled for May 18, 
sent directly to Ride to Work, P.O. Box 1345, Seneca, 
SC 29679, or by donating online at rtwministry.org.

KKCP’s Spring Forum Featuring  
Phil Shirley and Ken Sloan

Please join us for our 3rd KKCP Partner forum on 
May 18, 3-5:30 p.m. in the Vista Ballroom of The 
Club. Complimentary refreshments – beer, wine, and 
cheese – courtesy of Carolinas Wealth Management - 
will be served. So that we can plan accordingly, please 
call The Club at 944-2151, (ext. 1) to reserve a seat.

Our featured speakers at this event are Phil Shirley, 
Director of Oconee County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, and Ken Sloan, President and CEO of Vis-
it Oconee South Carolina. Before creating this orga-
nization, Ken founded the Jocassee Outdoor Center. 
Together their public/private partnership is responsi-
ble for the development, management, and marketing 
of our very successful outdoor and tourism facilities, 
programs, and events. Looking for outdoor activities 
as you plan your summer family and guest visits? You 
will definitely benefit from Phil and Ken’s update on 
the many parks, waterfalls, and other outdoor activi-
ties available in Oconee County, as well as the many 
special events scheduled.

This forum is your unique opportunity to visit, one-
on-one, with our 22 nonprofit Partners affiliated with 
Keowee Key Community Partnership. Each Partner 
will have a table around the room, staffed by team 

members ready to discuss their work, identify volun-
teer opportunities, and answer your questions. You’ll 
find that each one is doing incredible work to help the 
less fortunate in Oconee County.

We are very fortunate that once again we have an 
anonymous donor who has agreed to donate $5,500, 
split evenly amongst our Partners. You can be part of 
this continued generosity. Checks payable to our part-
ners and enclosed in available envelopes remain anon-
ymous to KKCP and you can place them in secure do-
nation boxes. So, bring your checkbooks and help our 
Partners help those less fortunate in Oconee County. 

Be sure to write KKCP on the memo line.
Please join as we celebrate this milestone accom-

plishment of $1,000,000 in Keowee Key donations.
Your Keowee Key Community Partnership

________________________________________
Keowee Key Community Partnership (KKCP) partners with de-
serving, effective, nonprofit organizations that make a difference 
in Oconee County. These Partners record those donations from 
Keowee Key but report only cumulative results back to KKCP, 
enabling KKCP to seek matching funds. No individual donor 
names or donation amounts are ever shared with KKCP by Part-
ners, and no money passes to or through KKCP.
________________________________________

KEOWEE KEY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (KKCP)

Tyler Ride to Work
Directory Additions
Bertram, William & Virginia
115 Harbor Lights Drive
(864) 247-5894, queenofthelake@bellsouth.net
Hometown: Ft. Myers, FL

Ewalt, Wally & Paige Augspurger
402 Safe Harbor Circle
W- (336) 694-3359, ewaltg53@icloud.com
P- (864) 247-7344,  
paugspurger5151@gmail.com
Hometown: Yancyville, NC

Hawkins, Travis & Tiffany
10 Coxswain Place
Tr – (864) 905-6979, thawkins@fb.com
Ti- (864) 905-8131, tjhawkins18@outlook.com
Hometown: Travelers Rest, SC

Leonard, Randall & Barbara
7 Plainsail Court
L- (727) 505-6321,  
 randy.leonard63@gmail.com
B- (919) 302-2098, iansmom50@gmail.com
Hometown: New Port Richey, FL

Pomilla, Anthony &  
Lori Anne De Iulio Casdia
408 Safe Harbor Circle
A- (631) 872-7273, cowboyh8ter3@gmail.com
L- (516) 983-3591, lacasdia@gmail.com
Hometown: Mount Sinai, NY

Randall, Mark
4 Gulf Stream Lane
(616) 299-9811, mmran55@aol.com
Hometown: Naperville, IL

Sanguinetti, Joseph & Cyndi
24 Port Tack Drive
J- (626) 298-1469,  
 joseph.l.sanguinetti@gmail.com
C- (336) 501-6377,  
 cyndi.sanguinetti@gmail.com
Hometown: Natchez, MS

Tiernan, Chad & Jean
44 Mainsail Drive
C- (561) 716-8355,  
 chadtiernan@gmail.com
J- (561) 251-2355, 
 jeantiernan@gmail.com
Hometown: Boca Raton, FL

Wilson, Lindsey & Ana Zamora
114 E. Blue Heron Drive
L- (828) 280-3333,  
 lindseychristmaswilson@gmail.com
A- (415) 971-2447,  
 ana.r.zamora@gmail.com
Hometown: Asheville, NC

Name, Address, Email, Phone Number,  
or Hometown Updates
Buck, Gregory
(770) 365-2833

Jandorf, Bryan & Christine
524 Long Reach Drive

KeoweeCares! Medical Loan Closet,  
p. 14 of the 2022 Directory
Contact:  Dan Treffert, (678) 350-6941

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Please make the following additions and changes to your Directory. If you did not get listed in the Directory, 
or have changes or questions, please call the Administration Office, 944-2312. The Scuttlebutt can’t 
take information directly from you. Cut-off date for Directory changes is the 12th of each month.


