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Scuttlebutt
The Scuttlebutt is published monthly by the Keowee Key 

Property Owners’ Association. Layout and printing are pro-
vided by The Journal with publication on or about the first 
of the month.

The normal deadline dates for all items is 2 p.m. on the 
13th of the month. If the 13th falls on a weekend, articles 
are to be submitted by 2 p.m. of the preceding Friday.  

Please be considerate and submit articles before the dead-
lines.  We do not control the print date of the Scuttlebutt. 
Deadlines for upcoming editions are as follows.

Scuttlebutt Edition Scuttlebutt Deadline
February January 13 (Friday)
March February 13 (Mondayday)
April March 13 (Monday)
Please email articles to scuttlebutt@kkpoa.com 

and not to an individual.
If you don’t have access to email, please type or legibly 

print your item on 8-1/2” x 11” paper and drop it off at 
the KKPOA Administration Office. To be considered for 
publication, all items, including classified ads, must contain 
the name, address, and telephone number of the submitter. 

Tips for submissions: Do not use ALL CAPS. Use 
font/size Times New Roman/12.  No abbreviations (Feb., 
Wed., etc.). Time format: 9 a.m. or 4:30 p.m.

Managing Editor:    Amy Bruner
Associate Editor:  Jo Keah Teague
Editors:   Sharon Brosnan
    David Eldridge
    Susan Roether
    Jo Anne Shanks
    Pat Spurlock

I’d like to devote my first article of 2023 to thank the mem-
bership for overwhelmingly approving the KKPOA and KKUS 
budgets. The KKPOA operating plan was approved at a robust 78 
percent margin, and the capital plan was approved by 83 percent 
of voters. These are great numbers reflecting tremendous member 
satisfaction with the work of the Board, committees, and staff. Not 
that we can’t improve, but in short, our members are happy! The 
numbers for KKUS were even more impressive. You approved the 
KKUS budget by an astounding 91 percent. The KKUS Board and 
staff are working hard to keep our utility in top shape and your 
support is very much appreciated. I thank you for this vote of 
confidence.

Our election processes and procedures once again proved to be accurate, easy to under-
stand, and reliable. Of those who voted, 61.4 percent did so electronically, making tabulat-
ing those results quite simple and fast. And like last year, we received an official Certification 
of Online Vote Results from our independent election software provider. For those votes 
that needed to be counted by hand, our Nominating Committee organized those volun-
teers, and I thank each of them for helping with this process.

To everyone who served on a committee or board, who volunteered their time to Keowee 
Key, who supported the staff, and who contributed to the local community, thank you.

Finally, I want to thank our members for the contributions you made to the employee 
holiday bonus fund. Because of your generosity, we were able to distribute over $39,000 to 
our employees. These contributions make a meaningful impact on the lives of many families 
and it is greatly appreciated.

Now it is time to hit the ground running in 2023 because there is work to be done and 
we cannot rest on our laurels. We’ll take one last look backward in the next issue of the 
Scuttlebutt when I report on year-end departmental Member Insight survey results.  Then 
our focus will be on how to improve in 2023 and continue to make Keowee Key, More of 
what you love.

On December 4, 48 hours before her 86th birthday, Carolyn Paradise was finally set free from 
this life and her agonizing journey with dementia. She was an amazingly brilliant and strong 
woman. She loved swimming and passed that on to her children and grandchildren. She was in-
strumental in bringing the first attempt of crossing the Atlantic Ocean by hot air balloon to her 
hamlet of Marshfield, Massachusetts.

Numerous strokes over the past 20 years robbed her of being able to travel as she always wanted 
to do. She had lived in Keowee Key since 1988 and founded the Keowee Key Synchers synchro-
nized swimming team. Rest in peace.

Scott S. Jarvis

Kevin McCracken

Gratitude
From the Desk of the CGM

Views From The Key
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The bustling activities during December are a re-
minder that Keowee Key is a special place to call 
home. The quality of life, combined with the com-
munity’s exceptional value and financial stability, 
motivated most of us to locate here. The challenge 
is to perpetuate these favorable conditions within a 
volunteer-driven organization. Purposeful limita-
tions on the number of years that volunteers may 
serve on Boards and committees create turnover 
that can produce both positive and negative out-
comes. Opportunities for new energy, new ideas, 
and different approaches are certainly a plus. How-
ever, a lack of continuity can be detrimental to fi-
nancial stability unless there is a solid transition 
plan.

In recent years, the Board has enhanced many 
financial management practices aimed at planning 
for the future, maintaining affordability, mitigat-
ing assessment spikes, and protecting property 
values. The Finance Committee has been docu-
menting these practices in the Fees, Assessments, 

and Reserves Policies and Procedures (FARPP) so 
that there is a roadmap for management, as well 
as future Boards and Finance Committees. This is 
an ongoing process, and each Finance Committee 
and Board will benefit and learn from the work 
of their predecessors. We’ve also revised our Char-
ter to include additional tasks that support future 
Boards with making and communicating their fi-
nancial decisions. Additionally, a methodical re-
cruiting process ensures that all newly appointed 
members have the skills and experience required to 
fulfill the Committee’s responsibilities. The 2023 
team delivers an impressive array of advanced de-
grees, professional certifications, and senior man-
agement experience.

The leadership transition is also well organized. 
Recently elected 2023 Chair Eileen Simollardes 
holds both a BA in economics and an MS in Ad-
ministration and has more than 30 years of expe-
rience in the regulated utility industry. As Vice 
President of Rates and Regulatory Affairs, she had 

to understand the numbers 
in-depth, then clearly ex-
plain them to the regulators. 
In 2022, she chaired the Fi-
nance Committee’s Reserve 
Oversight sub-committee 
and assisted in updating the 
FARPP. Her hands-on expe-
rience further strengthens 
our process continuity.

The final transition step occurs later this month. 
Finance Director Melanie McMaster and I will 
conduct a comprehensive orientation to prepare 
the Committee for their review and oversight roles 
on behalf of the membership and financial advice 
and counsel to the Board and management. The 
membership can be assured that these sound prac-
tices and a knowledgeable financial team will de-
liver the desired continuity. Happy New Year!

Email questions or topics for this column to 
comfinance-l@kkpoa.com.

Thank you to all members who spend their per-
sonal time on the myriad committees and groups 
that work together with the Board to manage and 
improve Keowee Key and its amenities. Each year 
KKPOA recognizes several of its key volunteers, 
who have put their heart and soul into this com-
munity using their unique expertise. Each one has 
contributed greatly to the quality of life that is 
offered in the Keowee Key Community. We call 
them our Volunteer Professionals.

Steve Smith – Communications Guru
Steve Smith has worked with people as a Hu-

man Resources expert for many years and has 
developed his communications skills along the 
way. His parents moved to Keowee Key in the late 
1980s and he and his wife Joanne had been visit-
ing here regularly. They moved to Keowee Key in 
2007 to help with his dad’s health issues.

Steve holds a master’s in public administration 
from West Virginia University and he worked in a 
variety of organizations over his career including 

the City of Chicago, Met Life, Sandoz Pharma-
ceuticals, and Novartis Pharmaceuticals. While at 
Novartis, travel back and forth to headquarters in 
Basel, Switzerland opened Steve’s eyes to the crit-
ical importance of clear oral and written commu-
nications, especially when working with colleagues 
whose first language was not English.

Steve has served in Ke-
owee Key in a variety of 
ways. He was a board 
member of the Boating 
Association from 2009 to 
2012 and its board presi-
dent from 2013 to 2015. 
He was president of the 
KKMGA 9-hole league in 
2015. In 20I4 he chaired 
a committee for the dem-
olition and construction of new guard houses at 
North and South Gates.

Did you know Steve loves to cook, and he has 
been a member of Les Marmitons of Keowee, 
(men’s cooking club) since 2010? He was treasurer 
from 2014 to 2018 and has been its vice president 
since 2021. Steve has also been a board member 
of the Keowee Key Community Partnership since 
2022.

Steve served on the KKPOA Board of Direc-
tors from 2016 to 2019 and was Board President 

Facts and Figures
Continuity Ensures Financial Stability
Margaret Eldridge, 2022 Finance Committee Chair

Margaret Eldridge

Recognizing Our Volunteer Professionals 2022 
Marketing Message

Christine de Vlaming
Marketing Director
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in 2019. While on the Board, he was part of 
a team of very talented Board members who 
helped to transform the community through 
the renovation of its outdated amenities. Steve’s 
involvement on the Board shined primarily in 
communications. He worked closely with our 
videographer, Bill Koepnick, to develop scripts 
for the numerous videos that helped to edu-
cate the community about the projects, and he 
penned countless eBlast updates.

As a member of the Communications Advi-
sory Committee (CAC) since its inception in 
2016, Steve helped craft the communications 
strategy for educating and informing our mem-
bers about issues facing the community. A long-
term CAC member, he continues to be a key 
writer and editor of weekly eBlasts to the com-
munity on a large variety of topics. He plans and 
organizes forums and writes Scuttlebutt articles.

In 2021, Steve participated in the internal 
website revamp team for ten months, helping 
to make the site easy to navigate and more us-
er-friendly. He often makes changes needed on 
the internal website. Steve is also a fantastic edi-
tor helping others to revise their words to a con-
cise format. He was a key editor for the 2022 
50th Anniversary Commemorative Magazine.

Leaving the Board in 2019, Steve told his fel-
low Board members that being on the Board 
was one of the most rewarding experiences of 
his professional life. And that is the secret to 
our success. Volunteerism like Steve’s; is often 
the cherry on top. Thank you, Steve, for such 
dedicated service and for helping our communi-
cations thrive at Keowee Key!

Joanne Heintz – The Numbers Expert
Joanne Heintz had visited Keowee Key over 

the years for vacations with her husband Steve 
Smith and their two children. They stayed with 
Steve’s mom and dad, Bud and Dolores Smith. 
Steve and Joanne eventually retired and moved 
to Keowee Key in 2007 to be close to Bud and 
Dolores.

Joanne has a BA in Spanish and French from 
Gannon University and an MA in linguistics 
from the University of Rochester. Then when 
she got her MBA from the University of Chi-
cago, she fell in love with finance and migrat-
ed away from language. She spent 30 years in 
corporate lending, portfolio management, and 
asset/liability reporting. She retired as Manag-

ing Director at Prudential Financial, where she 
oversaw a team responsible for investing and 
hedging $70 billion in assets.

After coming to Keowee Key, Joanne volun-
teered as Treasurer for the Keowee Key Boating 
Association from 2011 to 2013. During 2016 
and 2017 she was Chair of the Bank Selection 
Committee for the Affordable Assessment Ini-
tiative as Keowee Key embarked on its renova-
tion projects.

At that point, she really became our numbers 
expert at Keowee Key and was in the backdrop 
keeping her eye on finances for the five years that 
we refurbished our aging amenities assuring that 
we maintained our financial strength over that 
process. Joanne served on the Strategic Planning 
Committee from 2019 to 2020 which impacted 
our ongoing project success. She served on the 
Finance Committee from 2017 to 2021, being 
Chair for two years and including two years on 
the Reserves Oversight Subcommittee.

As seen here in the Finance Committee meet-
ing, Joanne emphasizes that reserves are essential 
to a stable community, helping to prevent spikes 
in assessments. She is part of a recent multiyear 
plan to modernize and upgrade our reserve prac-
tices to include reserves to replace capital assets 
at end of use, reserves for debt repayment, and 
operating contingency reserves to cover unex-
pected expenses from natural disasters that ex-
ceed insurance proceeds.

In 2018, Joanne was one of the found-
ing members of the Keowee Key Community 
Partnership which has a big impact on our lo-
cal county, tracking Keowee Key member do-

antions to local charities. Also locally, she was 
Board Trustee and Secretary for the Tamassee 
DAR School from 2013 to 2019.

Joanne is now KKPOA Board Treasurer and 
wants to complement our project success with 
a sharper focus on improving the member expe-
rience and maintaining our beautiful amenities. 
She continues to have a big impact on our suc-
cess, and we greatly appreciate the expertise that 
she generously shares. Thanks, Joanne, for your 
help with the numbers!

Bob Foreman – Change Agent
Bob Forman is a real businessman at heart. 

With a BS in Business Administration from 
Franklin University in Columbus, Ohio, he 
spent his full career at UPS. He started in UPS 
Operations, then in Human Resources, and fi-
nally in Corporate Headquarters.

Upon retirement, Bob looked forward to 
relocating away from the congestion of Met-
ro Atlanta. No stranger to Keowee Key, Bob’s 
daughter and son-in-law both graduated from 
Clemson. In 1999, there were very few options 
for amenity-rich communities abutting beauti-
ful Lake Keowee, so Keowee Key became a nat-
ural choice.

The Foremans purchased property in Decem-
ber of that year and rented a home on site while 
the new home was being built. Soon after, Bob 
became actively involved in the community and 

–Volunteer Professionals 2022, continued
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it didn’t take long to identify that Keowee Key 
was facing two major problems: financial defi-
cits and a deteriorating infrastructure. In 2002 
he determined that he only had two options: 
move to another community or become pos-
itively involved as a change agent at Keowee 
Key.

So, it began. Bob petitioned the 2003 Board 
to allow him to assemble a committee of ac-
complished professionals to study the problems 
facing Keowee Key and consider options avail-
able to address the challenges. The efforts put 
forth by the committee are well documented in 
the History of Single Amenity Support Subsidy 
(SASS) narrative available on the Community 
website.

The underlying strategic initiative of the com-
mittee’s proposal was to increase amenity uti-
lization by encouraging member use across all 
amenities at one affordable price. Bob person-
ally met with almost 1,000 residents to present 
the proposal and what became known as “SASS” 
passed in 2003 by more than two-thirds of the 
community vote.

Originally, SASS applied only to the golf, fit-
ness, swimming, and tennis amenities. In 2018 
the term “Amenities” covered by SASS was ex-
panded and is now defined as “any facilities or 
activities that provide recreation, enjoyment, 
comfort, and convenience of Members.” The 
wisdom of the underlying strategy is evident 
in the resulting overwhelming support for the 
Capital improvements we enjoy today as a bun-
dled community.

Bob has been active in many organizations 
while here at Keowee Key. He was a member 
and Chair of the Golf Committee and was Vice 
President of the KKMGA. He was the Chair 
of the FRC Committee that initially proposed 
the current renovations. He served as Chair of 
the Marketing Task Force and was Chair of the 
inaugural Facility Audit Committee, as well as 
co-chair of the Unimproved Property Owner 
(UPO) Steering Committee.

Bob is a past KKPOA Board President and 
while serving as a Board member, he was instru-
mental in introducing and gaining passage of 
the New Owner Capital Assessment (NOCA) 
and codifying and restricting the number of 
Amenity lots within Keowee Key.

In the local community, Bob was a past pres-
ident of the Newcomers of the Foothills and a 

past board member of Hospice. He and his wife 
Amy have been a host home for Marines visiting 
with Honoring Their Service. And for fun, Bob 
enjoys being a member of Les Marmitons cook-
ing club since 2012.

Bob has made a memorable contribution to 
Keowee Key with SASS. He solved a communi-
ty-wide problem and created the financial foun-
dation that has been the stimulus for all of the 
wonderful capital improvements and amazing 
value you enjoy as Keowee Key Property Own-
ers. Thank you, Bob!

David Eldridge – Business Developer
Dave Eldridge is retired but he never really 

stopped working. He has a passion for bringing 
business to South Carolina and spends his time 
engaging the contacts that make things happen. 
Dave is a graduate of Western Michigan Univer-
sity and served in the Armed Special Forces. His 
career began with BF Goodrich. His executive 
work included labor negotiations, regional plant 
management, and relocating manufacturing fa-
cilities around the world – leading to his interest 
in Economic Development.

After heading up BF Goodrich’s manufactur-
ing in the Carolinas, Dave was recruited to work 
in the South Carolina Department of Com-
merce as Director of the International Division. 
He was later named Director of Economic De-
velopment, responsible for all business recruit-
ing efforts in the state. Dave served three South 
Carolina governors over ten years, leading many 
successful trade missions including recruiting 
companies such as Michelin, BMW, Fuji Film, 
and Beneteau. South Carolina’s economic de-
velopment program was often ranked #1 in the 
U.S. during that time. Later, Dave was recruited 

by the State of North Carolina to serve as As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce, responsible for 
Economic Development and Tourism. In 2006 
he and Margaret moved to Keowee Key.

Dave eagerly volunteers his expertise at Keowee 
Key and was the founder of the Communica-
tions Advisory Committee (CAC), instrumental 
in formalizing policies and communication pro-
cedures for our success. The CAC meets weekly 
to this day. Dave is responsible for negotiating 
with the Journal to enhance the monthly Scut-
tlebutt publication to color pages.

Dave is dedicated to fitness and throughout 
his life, he worked out in the gym. For years he 
had not missed a day at the FRC, but he had 
to do much of his exercise at home during the 
COVID timeframe before vaccinations were 
available.

Dave’s primary volunteer interest is job cre-
ation in the Upstate. He is Chairman and CEO 
of Tri-County Entrepreneurial Corporation, a 
business incubator for start-up companies. He 
currently serves on the Boards of Tri-County 
Technical College Foundation, Ten at the Top 
Strategic Alliance, Ripple of One, Main Street 
Walhalla, and is a member of the Oconee Eco-
nomic Alliance.

Keowee Key is tied to many of these organi-
zations and Dave is a superior ambassador and 
contact with outside organizations. He has been 
a big part of the Keowee Key Community Part-
nership, helping with relationships and plan-
ning.

Dave received numerous awards for his work 
in Economic Development, including the Ful-
bright Award in Arkansas for the highest suc-
cess in International Business Development. In 
South Carolina, Governor Riley presented him 
with the Order of the Palmetto, the highest hon-
or accorded to a citizen.  Most recently, in 2021, 
Dave was recognized by the Oconee Economic 
Alliance as Volunteer of the Year, an award that 
is now named in his honor.

If you ever want to hear amazing stories about 
the formation of companies in South Carolina, 
you need only sit with Dave to be drawn into a 
fabulous history. We are proud to have Dave El-
dridge as one of our own at Keowee Key. Thanks 
so much, Dave, for your service inside and out-
side of Keowee Key and for generously sharing 
with us your deep network of contacts through-
out the region.

–Volunteer Professionals 2022, continued
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2023 ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE PACKAGE  BALLOT RESULTS
Subject ballot count was completed December 8, 2022.  Results of the counting and verification are as follows:

BALLOT #1 – KKPOA 2023 OPERATING PLAN
For % Against % Total

ELECTRONIC 
     Improved 481 82 104 18 585
     Unimproved 6 100 0 0 6
     Total E-Votes 487 82 104 18 591

PAPER
     Improved 261 73 97 27 358
     Unimproved 5 38 8 62 13
     Total P-Votes 266 72 105 28 371
GRAND TOTAL 753 78 209 22 962

Eligible Voters = 1,860 (1,740 Improved + 120 Unimproved) 
Required an affirmative majority vote by 482 of voting property owners. (52% of property owners eligible to vote actually cast a vote)

BALLOT #2 – KKPOA 2023 CAPITAL PLAN
For % Against % Total

ELECTRONIC 
     Improved 511 87 74 13 585
     Unimproved 6 100 0 0 6
     Total E-Votes 517 87 74 13 591

PAPER
     Improved 269 76 87 24 356
     Unimproved 8 62 5 38 13
     Total P-Votes 277 75 92 25 369
GRAND TOTAL 794 83 166 17 960

Eligible Voters = 1,860 (1,740 Improved + 120 Unimproved) 
Required an affirmative majority vote by 481 of voting property owners. (52% of property owners eligible to vote actually cast a vote)

BALLOT #3 – KKUS 2023 OPERATING AND CAPITAL PLANS

For % Against % Total
ELECTRONIC 

     Improved 548 94 37 6 585
     Unimproved 6 100 0 0 6
     Total E-Votes 554 94 37 6 591

PAPER
     Improved 307 87 46 13 353
     Unimproved 10 71 4 29 14
     Total P-Votes 317 86 50 14 367
GRAND TOTAL 871 91 87 9 958

Eligible Voters = 1,853 (1,738 Improved + 115 Unimproved) 
Required an affirmative majority vote by 480 of voting property owners. (52% of property owners eligible to vote actually cast a vote)
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BALLOT #4 – MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECT – GOLF CART PURCHASE

For % Against % Total
ELECTRONIC 

     Improved 488 83 97 17 585
     Unimproved 5 83 1 17 6
     Total E-Votes 493 83 98 17 591

PAPER
     Improved 264 75 88 25 352
     Unimproved 9 69 4 31 13
     Total P-Votes 273 75 92 25 365
GRAND TOTAL 766 80 190 20 956

Eligible Voters = 1,860 (1,740 Improved + 120 Unimproved) 
Required an affirmative majority vote by 479 of voting property owners.

 (51% of property owners eligible to vote actually cast a vote)

BALLOT #5 – PROPOSAL TO SELL A PORTION OF KKPOA PROPERTY

For % Against % Total
ELECTRONIC 

     Improved 541 92 44 8 585
     Unimproved 6 100 0 0 6
     Total E-Votes 547 93 44 7 591

PAPER
     Improved 302 86 51 14 353
     Unimproved 14 100 0 0 14
     Total P-Votes 316 86 51 14 367
GRAND TOTAL 863 90 95 10 958

Eligible Voters = 1,860 (1,740 Improved + 120 Unimproved) 
Required an affirmative majority vote by 480 of voting property owners.

 (52% of property owners eligible to vote actually cast a vote)

BALLOT #5 –TO ELECT KKPOA DIRECTORS
 627 Anne Bruce
 502 Chuck Gouge
 468 Bill Howell
 409 Thomas Mowry
 391 David Cook
 352 Michael Frye
 350 Wayne Owens
 344 David Gillis
 344 John Winters
 306 Michael Klansek
 138 Steve Sheffer

BALLOT #6 –TO ELECT KKUS DIRECTOR
 600 Anthony Gody
 290 William Bull

 
Nominating Committee:

Marsha Elliott, Co-Chair
John Jakszta, Co-Chair

Jack Baringer¸ Board Liaison 
David Metzler
Leslie Walker
Kathy Eichler
Steve Woerz
Alex Hazlett
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Quality Without Compromise

"The Dolly Difference"

Call Today For A No Obligation Roof Inspection

Roofing & Seamless Gutters

Excellent Customer Service
 Quality Workmanship • Superior Products 

Factory Trained Installers   
Licensed & Insured • Outstanding Warranties

864-882-1555 • DollysRoofing.com
15060 Wells Hwy, Seneca, SC

#twelveyearssenecastrong
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Feeling like you paid too much  
in taxes this year?

Contact your financial advisor today to 
learn about investing strategies that 
could benefit you.

David Adrian Jr 
Financial Advisor

501 Rochester Hwy Suite A2 
Seneca, SC 29672 
864-882-5763

Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $2.5 million ($5 million for joint accounts of two or more people). Amounts 
that exceed the program’s FDIC coverage limits will be removed from the program and invested in the Edward 
Jones Money Market Fund, unless you opt instead to deposit such amounts in an Excess Bank as outlined in 
the program disclosure. More information about the Insured Bank Deposit Program, including the program 
disclosure, is available from your financial advisor or at edwardjones.com/bankdeposit. For more information 
about FDIC insurance, go to fdic.gov.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

BNK-6611I-A  

Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $2.5 
million ($5 million for joint accounts of 
two or more people). Amounts that 
exceed the program’s FDIC coverage 
limits will be removed from the program 
and invested in the Edward Jones Money 
Market Fund, unless you opt instead to 
deposit such amounts in an Excess Bank 
as outlined in the program disclosure. 
More information about the Insured Bank 
Deposit Program, including the program 
disclosure, is available from your financial 
advisor or at edwardjones.com/
bankdeposit. For more information about 
FDIC insurance, go to fdic.gov.

Protect your savings with  
FDIC coverage up to $2.5 million
Our Insured Bank Deposit program offers the assurance of Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) protection.

By using our Insured Bank Deposit program, you gain the convenience of having your 
FDIC-insured deposit and your investments on one statement. This can mean less paperwork 
and help ensure everything is working together to support your overall financial strategy.

David Adrian Jr 
Financial Advisor
501 Rochester Hwy Suite A2 
Seneca, SC 29672 
864-882-5763

Community Relations Committee
The Community Relations Committee (CRC) 

is looking forward to an exciting 2023. We will be 
planning two Craft Fairs: our Spring Fair and our 
Annual Holiday Craft Fair and Bake Sale in the 
Fall. The Spring Fair will be held in conjunction 
with the Home and Lifestyle Vendor Showcase 
(date TBD). The Holiday Fair is generally held 
in early November and will include our Annual 
Bake Sale and a fun Unit Cupcake War in addi-
tion to a silent auction. Proceeds from the Craft 
Fairs are donated to charity on behalf of Keowee 
Key. Last year, we donated $3,000 to Our Daily 
Rest.
•	 We will have two New Resident Meet & 

Greet (M&G) events in 2023 combined with 
community-wide Activity Fairs. Over forty 
Clubs and Activity Groups were represented 
at the October 2022 event and community 
members benefited from information about 
the many different activities to choose from 
in Keowee Key.

•	 Beyond the combined M&G/Activity Fairs, 
the CRC is managing a variety of ongoing 

and new initiatives focused on member en-
gagement. These include Welcome Cards for 
new residents, oversight of the New Resident 
On-Boarding Book, interest surveys to help 
members learn more about specific activity 
groups, and focus groups to gauge the im-
pact of different community initiatives and 
understand opportunities for improvement.

•	 We will continue to support unit coordi-
nation and assist with unit communication 

needs. If you don’t know what unit you are 
in, you can refer to the “Unit and Street 
Cross Index” in the back of the Keowee Key 
Directory & Guide, or on the member web-
site: Member Central, Community, “Unit 
and Street Cross Index.” We are still looking 
for coordinators for Units 14 and 25, indi-
vidually or possibly combined. If you have 
an interest in organizing activities and would 
like to serve as a conduit for important infor-
mation for unit members, please contact the 
CRC at crc@kkpoa.com.

COMMITTEE Reports

Members enjoying Exhibits at the  
October Activity Fair

Our Daily Rest Check Presentation (L-R) Marla 
Queen (Chair, CRC), Tim Gordon (Executive 

Director, Our Daily Rest), and Ann Savoca (Craft 
Fair Subcommittee Chair, CRC)
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THE CASON GROUP Gary Cason, Patti Cason, Melissa Cason Custer, Corey Custer

Special Thank You To  Vangeli’s, Our Quarterly Newsletter Sponsor.

WeSellKeowee.com  |  864.903.1234

If you are interested in selling your home, please contact us!

The Cason Group Has Led Keowee Key®

Annual Sales  Every Year Since 2015*

40 Foremast Drive 495 Tall Ship Drive, Unit 339

 560 S. Flagship Drive, #2

SOLD

5 Maritime Drive

Why Choose The Cason Group? 
We Support Our Clients Not Only As Our Clients  

But As Friends Looking Out For Friends! 

*Per the Western Upstate MLS

Scan the Code To 
Check Out Our 
Market Report

Returning Community Relations Committee members Susan Hansen, 
Kathy McCormick, Bonnie Petersen, Ann Savoca, Debra Swift, and Liz 
Turnure will be joined by new members Karen Develder, Karen Holmes, 
Mary Jane Martin, Conni Neerhof, JoAnn Panza, and Leslie Walker. If you 
have an interest in volunteering to help with any of the CRC activities (you 
don’t need to be a committee member to assist), please reach out to the 
committee at crc@kkpoa.com.

Golf Committee
Happy Holidays to the Keowee Key Golf Community! We hope the new 

year finds you well and eager to get out and play on some of our beautiful 
winter days. Even though it may be downright cold at times, and frost de-
lays are possible, Keowee Key is still a wonderful place to live – so grab your 
hand warmers and enjoy a great winter round of golf.

Reminders
Taking Care of our Course – The grass on the course is in its dormant 

phase, so it becomes even more important to fill divots and repair ball marks 
as they will be with us for the winter. Remember,  it is our course and you 
need to do your part, so grab an extra sand bottle and fill every divot you 
see. Stop by the Pro Shop to pick up your free divot tool and use it to repair 
any ball marks you see on the greens. Also, remember to knock the sand 
from your shoes as you exit a trap. Sometimes we all get focused on other 
things, so please feel free to politely remind your playing partners of these 
simple things should they forget.

Chelsea – As noted in several recent eBlasts, online use of Chelsea for 
tee time requests will be required this year. Once the tee sheet has been 
published, bookings to fill empty slots may also be made online until noon 
the day before. All tee sheet changes and late booking requests will need to 
be made via the Pro Shop. If you are unsure or unfamiliar with how to use 
Chelsea, go to the Keowee Key website and under “Golf,” scroll down to 
“Golf Videos,” and there is “Introduction to Chelsea with Rion Groomes.” 
There will be FAQ and “Chelsea Tips” documents available and additional 
tutorials throughout the year as well.

Members – As was recently clarified in the community rules, please re-
member you are responsible for the behavior of your golfing guests. Guest 
check-in is also required. Help avoid any embarrassing situations and en-
sure they understand dress policies for the course and range, golf course 
and cart usage rules and regulations, and ask them to care for the course as 
if they were a member. More information will be available at the time of 
check-in but is also readily available on the golf website. If you have any 
questions or are uncertain about the policy – please check with the golf staff 
for clarification.

Golf Committee Membership
With the new year, there are some changes in Golf Committee Member-

ship to announce. The committee wishes to recognize and thank departing 
At Large members: Bob Starnes, Larry Devries, Wendy Jakszta, and Bill 
Davis; and League Reps – Chris Overly, Pam Miller, and Keith Grayson. 
Thank you for your hard work and service to the golfing community!

The committee also welcomes new At-Large members: Pam Miller, Cin-
dy McKean, Bob Dougherty, and Keith Kuby; as well as new League Reps 

COMMITTEE Reports
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Eileen Edmondson (L18), Al Fosha (M18), and Kevin Elvis (M9). New 
Board/Finance Reps will be welcomed at the January meeting. The full list 
of Committee members, and contact information, is on the Golf Commit-
tee page of the Keowee Key website. The 2023 Committee Chair is John 
Gerhart.

Please see the minutes of our December 7 Golf Committee meeting for 
additional details, and full reports from the Sub-committees, Golf Course 
Superintendent Josh Sawyer, and the Director of Golf Rion Groomes. Min-
utes are posted on the Keowee Key Golf website under Member Central/
Golf and scroll down to the Golf Committee section.

Green Team
E-Waste. Easy Recycling is Available in Seneca! 
Do you have old electronic gear stashed in a storage closet or the garage, 

not wanting to put it in the trash? You are right — don’t throw it in the 
trash. Staples will take it! Why? To us, it’s just electronic waste. To Staples 
and other corporations, there is value to be extracted. It’s a win-win.

What to do with your e-waste
Staples has a “Free Tech Take Back” program, and their website says that, 

since 2012, they have recycled almost 154 million pounds of technology in 
their stores.
•	 There is a limit of seven items per day.
•	 Take your e-waste to the checkout area.
•	 If you are a Staples Rewards® member, you can earn dollar rewards. 

(Google “Staples Recycling Program” for specifics.)

Staples accepts the following items and recycles them:

Adapters and cables GPS devices
All-in-one computers Laptops
Battery backup devices *MP3 players
Cable/satellite receivers *Mobile phones
Calculators Modems
CD/DVD/Blu-ray players Monitors (CRT, LED/LCD, plasma)
Coffee brewers (less than 40 lb.) Printers and multifunction devices
Computer speakers Routers 
Copiers Scanners
Cordless phones Shredders
Desktop computers Small servers
Digital cameras Stereo receivers
Digital projectors *Tablets
eReaders Video streaming devices
Flash drives Webcams
Gaming consoles Printer cartridges, ink, and toner
Label makers Rechargeable batteries
Laminators

* Although Staples will recycle your mobile phones, MP3 players, and 
tablets (e.g., iPads), the Green Team prefers that you bring them to the 

212 Butler Street, Clemson • 864.633.5051 
For more information, please follow us on Facebook, Instagram & explorearts.org

2023 CLASSES ARE 
FORMING NOW!
Adult and Youth Programs

Please check the website weekly for updates and new classes. 

CLAY
JEWELRY
PAINTING
DRAWING

PRINTMAKING
PHOTOGRAPHY
YOUTH CLASSES

������������
Your Home

Value

404.374.7124
matt.wessels@allentate.com
mattwessels.allentate.com 

1209C Stamp Creek Road
Salem, SC

Matt Wessels

It may be cold outside, 
but the real estate 
market is still

COMMITTEE Reports
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Hearing Aid Services

Dr. Barbara Greb
Audiologist

www.oconeeaudiology.net
11092 N. Radio Station Road, Seneca
From My Heart to Yours — Come Experience the Best!

FALLING DOWN
DEMENTIA

SOCIAL 
ISOLATION
TINNITUS

The Hidden Risk 
of Untreated
Hearing Loss

Hearing is precious!
If you suffer with any of these 
symptoms, please call now to 

schedule a no obligation hearing test: 

864.888.8865

Green Team on Shredder Day and we will send them to Cell Phones for 
Soldiers – a charitable organization. 

Staples does not take the following

Air conditioners Lamps or bulbs
Alkaline batteries Large servers or speakers
Appliances Non-rechargeable lithium batteries
Floor model printers & copiers Televisions

You can Google “Staples Recycling Program” for specifics.

Why not throw e-waste away with trash?
•	 E-waste contains toxic materials like lead, arsenic, cadmium, mercury, 

and other metal poisons that, if not disposed of properly, can leach out 
of landfills and into the soil. The contaminants can then get into the 
groundwater and, eventually, into ponds, streams, rivers, and lakes. 

•	 In 2010, South Carolina passed legislation banning the disposal of elec-
tronics in landfills, making recycling your e-waste mandatory. 

•	 E-waste recycling results in value as well as safety! Here are a few examples 
of why.

•	 The raw materials in e-waste produced in the U.S. in 2019 were valued at 
$7.49 billion, so we threw away billions of dollars of materials that could 
have been used again.

•	 Recycling circuit boards can be more valuable than mining for ore! In the 
U.S. it’s estimated that one metric ton of circuit boards contains 40 to 
800 times more gold than one metric ton of ore and 30 to 40 times more 
copper.

•	 According to the EPA, for every million cell phones recycled, over 35,000 
pounds of copper, 772 pounds of silver, 75 pounds of gold, and 33 
pounds of palladium can be recovered. (Palladium is a precious metal 
used in making electrical contacts, surgical instruments, and watch parts.)

•	 This writer was surprised that rare-earth metals are not yet being extracted 
from e-waste, but scientists and engineers are working on how to do this 
on a large scale.

(Note: Ingles’ website says, “Any computers, phones or other data-con-
taining devices with hard drives entering the reuse market are wiped to 
Department of Defense 
specifications or the hard 
drives/memory cards are 
destroyed.”)

You can contact the 
Green Team at greenteam@
KKPOA.com with your 
ideas and comments. If 
you would like to help the 
Green Team in some specif-
ic way, but don’t want to be 
part of the committee, we 
would love to hear about it.

COMMITTEE Reports
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mainstreetwalhalla.com

WalhallaVISIT

SOUTH CAROLINA

Main Street to the Mountains

 9 Unique Shopping
9 Museums & Performances
9 Variety of Dining
9 Outdoor Fun

©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.17679413

We are pleased to announce the first quarter consumer rebate promotion for 
2023: The Energy Smart Style Event. The promotion, which will run from Jan. 14, 
2023, to April 10, 2023, includes seasonal rebates on our most popular products.

Qualifying Products:

• $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades

• $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

• $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Sonnette® Cellular Roller Shades

• Products must include PowerView® Automation

• $38 rebate for each additional unit purchased

Blinds and Us of Seneca LLC
528 Bypass 123 Ste B

Seneca, SC
M-F: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: By Appointment Only

Sun: Closed
(864) 882-7544

www.blindsandus.com

Window fashions that have 
every style covered.

Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
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•   $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades

•   $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

•   $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Sonnette® Cellular Roller Shades

•   Products must include PowerView® Automation

•   $38 rebate for each additional unit purchased 

Blinds and Us of Seneca LLC
528 Bypass 123 Ste B

Seneca, SC
M-F: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: By Appointment Only

Sun: Closed
(864) 882-7544

www.blindsandus.com

Window fashions that have 
every style covered.

Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades

©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.17679413

We are pleased to announce the first quarter consumer rebate promotion for 
2023: The Energy Smart Style Event. The promotion, which will run from Jan. 14, 
2023, to April 10, 2023, includes seasonal rebates on our most popular products.

Qualifying Products:

•   $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades

•   $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

•   $150 rebate with the purchase of 4 Sonnette® Cellular Roller Shades

•   Products must include PowerView® Automation

•   $38 rebate for each additional unit purchased 

Blinds and Us of Seneca LLC
528 Bypass 123 Ste B

Seneca, SC
M-F: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: By Appointment Only

Sun: Closed
(864) 882-7544

www.blindsandus.com

Window fashions that have 
every style covered.

Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades

Blinds And Us , Inc.
528 By Pass 123, Suite  B
M-F: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm

(864) 882-7544
www.blindsandus.com

©2021 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.14523800

From traditional to contemporary, Hunter Douglas window fashions enhance the beauty of any décor. 
Contact us to explore the wide variety of fabrics, textures, styles and colors for your home. Whatever 
you select, your rooms are sure to be inviting for years to come.

Luminette® Privacy SheersAlustra® Silhouette® window shadings

With Hunter Douglas window 
fashions, the possibilities are endless.
With Hunter Douglas window 
fashions, the possibilities are endless.
With Hunter Douglas window 
fashions, the possibilities are endless.
With Hunter Douglas window 
fashions, the possibilities are endless.
With Hunter Douglas window 
fashions, the possibilities are endless.

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1999

528 By Pass 123, Suite B • M-F: 9:30 am-5:00 pm
(864) 882-7544 • www.blindsandus.com

Fitness and Racquet Center (FRC)
A huge thank you to all who partici-

pated in our “Giving Back to the Com-
munity”! Within the first four hours of 
the initial eBlast hitting your email, we 
had almost two full boxes of donations. 
The giving didn’t stop there as you can 
see from the boxes underneath the tree. 
It was a wonderful outpouring of car-
ing and generosity – the Wilderness 
Way Girls’ Camp was blessed beyond 
all measure.

Speaking of the tree … our tree was 
beautifully decorated with the orna-
ments that were brought in by our 
members. The FRC looked cheerful and 
festive thanks to all of you.

We love and appreciate our members 
and look forward to seeing all of you in 
2023!

DEPARTMENT Reports
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1209 Stamp Creek Rd, Salem, SC 29676

BECKY’S 2022 
KEOWEE KEY® SALES!

WELCOME 
2023!

Seller Represented
100 Captains Walk Circle 
Unit 3

2 Safe Haven Court

1 Lakeside Drive

24 Marina View Circle

11 Anchorage Lane

22 Marina View Circle

8 Cardinal Point

Buyer Represented      
343 Long Reach

4 High Tide Court

508 Long Reach

8 Yeoman Lane

4 Divot Landing

2 Lighthouse Court

212 South Reach Lane

Write it on 

your heart that 

every day is 

the best day in 

the New Year.

703.626.8246 • beckysellskeowee.com
becky.rutkiewic@allentate.com

BECKY RUTKIEWIC

In the Spotlight
Georgette Nalley is the Administrative Assistant at the CARE Office. 

She was hired in May and is responsible for coordinating permit appli-
cations for members’ exterior projects. She also coordinates new con-
struction and major renovation packets for the Construction Manager 
Mary Belcher and works closely with the CARE Committee. Georgette 
grew up in Easley and graduated from Easley High School. Her var-
ied work background includes Executive Secretary positions, DHEC in 
Charleston, 12 years of retail sales, and most recently, two and one-half 
years servicing COVID patients.

Georgette applied for the position at CARE after seeing an ad on 
Indeed. In the short time she has been here she has warmed to the task. 
Georgette enjoys working with our members and remarked that they 
are genuine. She is most appreciative of meeting with and talking to 
our residents as she helps them manage their projects and solve their 
problems. The biggest challenge has been learning all of the rules and 
regulations while trying to fill Mary’s shoes. Her motto has become “I 
am here for the people.”

Georgette lives in Dacusville with her contractor husband Morgan 
Stanley and her 17-year-old son Morgan II. The couple met when Geor-
gette contacted Morgan to quote a job building a fence for her. The 
fence never got built, but you’d have to say it was a profitable meeting 
for both parties. Georgette lived in a 5th wheel camper for five years 
while the three of them built their house in Dacusville. She claims it is 
the second most difficult challenge she has ever faced other than being 
a parent.

In her free time, Georgette is an avid consignment shopper. She loves 
the beach and the family plans to spend Christmas on Pawleys Island. 
She likes to bake and cook, with her favorite recipes being red rice, 
shrimp and grits, and chicken perlo. Her past experiences include a stint 
as a volunteer substitute teacher and certification as a diamontologist. 
Ladies looking for advice on menu options or unique suggestions on the 
next milestone birthday or anniversary gift from hubby would do well 
to call the CARE Office.
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UPSTATEINSURANCE.COM

Make sure your insurance coverage is keeping up 
with your changing needs. We’ll help you identify 

any areas that could be leaving you open to liability, 
as well as any areas that could be saving you money!

Contact us today for a 
free, no-obligation 

policy review and rate quote.

Complete Insurance Services
Complete Insurance Services •  Automotive • Homeowners 

Renters • Commercial • Life • Boat & RV • Motorcycle

Your Insurance Super Store

1229 B Stamp Creek Road, Salem • 864-944-0085  /  108 Nimmons Circle, Seneca • 864-885-9717
700 W. Main Street, Walhalla • 864-638-2341

Don Towe: Don@upstateinsurance.comChris Lawrence: Chris@upstateinsurance.com

Mike Lawrence: Mike@upstateinsurance.com Tyler Jordan: Tyler@upstateinsurance.com

We Invite You 
To Get A Quote!
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Golden Corner Food Pantry Needs Our Help
A lengthy article providing an overview of this 

very successful Community Partner appeared in 
the September Scuttlebutt. Since that time, Gold-
en Corner Food Pantry (GCFP) has initiated a new 
service where members of Keowee Key are making 
a huge difference. But more help is needed!

GCFP currently serves 1,900 residents of Oconee 
County per month. Nearly 200 volunteers work 
with GCFP to collect donated food, unload, store, 
sort, and package the food for distribution, as well 
as to receive and interview clients. To ensure their 
ministry helps all in need, GCFP asked their ac-
tive clients if they were aware of others in need that 
should be receiving services from the Food Pantry 
but were not, and if so why. The overwhelming re-
sponse was that there were those in need that did 
not have transportation to the Food Pantry but 
needed their services.

This knowledge led to the development of a Mo-
bile Food Pantry. The project started with a de-
termination of locations within the county where 
this service was needed. Current mobile distribu-
tion locations include Tamassee/Salem at the Sa-
lem First Baptist Church, Mountain Rest/Long 
Creek at the Mountain Rest Community Center, 
and Long Creek Fire Station. These locations were 
selected based on their distance from the physical 
location of the Food Pantry (40+ miles round-trip), 
the number of Food Stamp recipients in these areas 
that were not current clients of the Food Pantry, as 
well as their limited access to grocery stores in the 
area.

The Mobile Food Pantry travels the second Sat-
urday of each month to Tamassee/Salem and the 
third Saturday of each month to Mountain Rest/
Long Creek. Clients are pre-approved as to income 
requirements and as residents of Oconee County to 
qualify for services – the same qualifications used 
at the Food Pantry in Seneca. They are informed 
about the Mobile Food Pantry through flyers post-
ed throughout the community, newsletters, and 
word of mouth. After the first day at each site in 
November, thirty new or previously inactive house-
holds qualified and participated in the distribution 
of food. This number is expected to grow quickly 
over time as word spreads.

How can we help? This new service requires the 
addition of many new volunteers. There are three 
teams of volunteers needed to make this project 
work. The first team meets at the Seneca building 
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. on the designated Saturday to 
pack the food and load it on the refrigerated truck 
to prepare it for transport. The second team is the 
driver and co-pilot that also meet at the Pantry to 
oversee the loading and securing of the food and 
then drive the truck to the designated location. 
This team must also remain on site for the two 
hours of distribution to then drive the truck back 
to the Seneca building. The third team is composed 
of local volunteers who meet at the remote site to 
help check in the families who come for assistance 
and to pull food from the truck and load it into the 
clients’ vehicles.

We are proud that Keowee Key members played 
a significant role in the launch of this new program 
in the Tamassee/Salem communities just down the 
road. The coordinator of this effort is our own Sue 
Korycansky! A big thank you goes out to Sue for 
her leadership of the Keowee Key volunteers who 
will provide a regular team of twelve volunteers on 
the second Saturday morning of each month in 
Seneca. Sue is also the coordinator for volunteers at 
the Seneca Food Pantry for the third Saturday mo-
bile truck to Mountain Rest/Long Creek. There are 
local volunteers to assist with the food truck at the 
actual location on the third Saturday. If you have 
time to volunteer for this very worthwhile project, 
email Sue at skorycansky@gmail.com.

We are blessed to live in a county with a nonprof-
it like Golden Corner Food Pantry that helps those 
in need. They need our help in this new endeavor 
and we hope others will feel called to step up and 
help.

Horton, Inc. Becomes Second Big Business 
Partner with Keowee Key Community Partner

Horton-Oconee and the Tri-County Techni-
cal College (TCTC) campus are neighbors in the 
Oconee Industrial Park, with TCTC being a KKCP 
Partner. It is no secret that Horton hires TCTC 
graduates and offers students the ability to enroll 
in an internship or apprenticeship program. To fa-
cilitate this, Horton works with TCTC to provide 
courses needed in the manufacturing world.

The combination of classroom and on-the-job 

training is crucial to the success of Horton and is 
very beneficial to residents of Oconee county and 
the surrounding areas. Oconee has an up-and-
coming workforce that can take advantage of such 
a unique training environment ranging from the 
Hamilton Career Center, TCTC, and in-house 
training programs that can be arranged within the 
manufacturing facilities. Horton is proud to be a 
part of this area, as well as proud to belong to such 
a great learning community.

Upon hearing about the Keowee Key Commu-
nity Partnership and its accomplishments to help 
the less fortunate in Oconee County, Kellie Boone, 
Horton’s HR Manager reached out to learn more. 
She was impressed with the scope of our initiative 
and the successes we have accomplished in such a 
short time. Horton, Inc has stepped up and made 
donations to five of our KKCP Charity Partners: 
Tamassee DAR, The Golden Corner Food Pantry, 
Our Daily Bread, Purple Heart Homes, and Ride 
to Work Ministry. Pictured is Kellie Boone present-
ing a check to Mike Harlin of The Golden Corner 
Food Pantry, and Horton employees presenting a 
check to Larry Druffel of Purple Heart Homes.

When we publicize the impact of our members’ 
donations to any of our 22 Partners this encourages 
others to follow suit. We believe that Horton’s ex-
ample will similarly encourage other large business-
es in the county to also “get on board” the KKCP 
initiative. Thank you, Horton, Inc.

For a complete list of all our partners and more 
information about the Keowee Key Communi-
ty Partnership, please visit our website located on 
Member Central under Philanthropy. Remember, 
when you donate to one of our partners, please 
write “KKCP” on the memo line. It allows our 
partners to tell us the cumulative amount donated 
by Keowee Key.

Horton, Inc, a global leader in airflow solutions 
and manufactures engine cooling fans and clutches, 
with manufacturing in 15 countries and operations 
in over 70, expanded its operations to the Oconee 
Business Park in Westminster in 2020.

Keowee Key Community Partnership (KKCP) 
partners with deserving, effective, nonprofit orga-
nizations that make a difference in Oconee County. 
These Partners record those donations from Keowee 
Key but report only cumulative results back to KKCP, 
enabling KKCP to seek matching funds. No individ-
ual donor names or donation amounts are ever shared 
with KKCP by Partners, and no money passes to or 
through KKCP.

KEOWEE KEY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (KKCP)
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Event When Where Time Contact Phone
Aquamates Monday to Friday Fitness Center Pool 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Ginny Bench (864) 944-2435

Alcoholics Anonymous Sundays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 9:00 a.m. (Su)
5:00 p.m. (Tu & Th)

LakeKeoweeSobriety@gmail.com  TBD

Art Connection TBD TBD TBD Frances Matthews (864) 719-0365
Blue Ridge Orchid Society Meeting dates vary TBD TBD Jackie Coffey (847) 204-3115
Cribbage 2nd & 4th Fridays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 2:00 p.m. Michael Fullerton (443) 852-5472
Dance Club 3rd Sunday (No Dance Jan, Jun, Jul, & Aug) Club - Vista ballroom 6:00 p.m. Charlotte Glover (864) 944-0374
Dollars and Sense Investors 3rd Tuesday Varies 7:00 p.m. Terri Becker (440) 227-3536
Duplicate Bridge Wednesdays Keowee Room (Event Center) 7:00 p.m. Bill Walker (864) 944-7881
Dynamic Diskers Shuffleboard 1st and 3rd Wednesdays (Mar.-Nov.) Shuffleboard Courts 4:00 p.m. Chris McSwain (864) 944-0469
Former Law Enforcement Professionals Quarterly Luncheons TBD Noon Tom Morse (864) 944-5099
Hearts 1st Thursday Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. John Fletcher (864) 608-4103
Hikers Tuesdays and/or Thursdays Varies 8:30 a.m. Nancy Carkhuff (864) 944-1940
Keowee Anglers Usually 1st Thursday To Be Determined Varies Bill Walker (864) 944-7881
Keowee Aquacise Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays Fitness Center 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Evelyn Jamieson (864) 944-8662
Keowee Big Band(former Dixie Keys) Tuesdays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 2:45 - 4:15 p.m. Larry Thibeault (603) 769-9922
Keowee HomeBrew Club Meeting dates vary TBD TBD Andy Stewart (513) 515-9394
Keowee Key® Library Every day when center is open Event Center Bette Barber (864) 247-8266

Keowee Knitters 1st & 3rd Thursdays
1st Thrs Keowee Room (Event Center)
3rd Thrs Jocassee South (Event Center) 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Katy Holman (314) 406-0930

Keowee Kwilters Fridays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 10:00 a.m. Caryl Kaiser (864) 944-9716
Keowee Needlepointers 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays White Water Room 1:00 p.m. Carol King (610) 888-8242
Key Rollers (Bowling) Wednesdays Oconee Lanes 3:00 p.m. Jerry Slavik (864) 944-2908
KK Family Connection TBD TBD TBD Nicki Johnson (618) 560-3466
KKPOA Board Meeting 2nd & 4th Wednesdays Lower Level Meeting Room (Club) 3:00 p.m. Kevin Minton (864) 944-0084
KKUS Board Meeting 4th Thursday Lower Level Meeting Room (Club) 3:00 p.m. Joe Drummond (864) 719-0410
Ladies' 18 Hole Golf Tuesdays Golf Course Grace Gillis (321) 693-2271
Ladies' 9 Hole Golf Wednesdays Golf Course Stacey Smith (612) 212-2611
Ladies' Friday Bridge at the Club 4th Friday Club 10:00 a.m. Rita Weaner (864) 944-9986
Lake and Hills Garden Club 2nd Friday (except July & August) Club 11:30 a.m. Laurie Flanagan (614) 390-1443
Lake Keowee Sportsman's Club Fridays Crow's Nest parking lot 8:15 a.m. Bill Bull (703) 340-9413
Mahjongg Mondays Jocassee South (Event Center) 12:30 p.m. Tina Karol (585) 576-0511
Mahjongg Thursdays Jocassee North (Event Center) 1:00 p.m. Susan McMahan (864) 944-2128
Memory Care Support Group 2nd Wednesday Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 10:00 a.m. - Noon Robert Ricker (864) 280-2173
Men's 18 Hole Golf Mondays & Thursdays Golf Course Rod Ely (802) 310-4541
Men's 9 Hole Golf Mondays & Wednesdays Golf Course Chris Overly (630) 730-0949
Men's Bridge Wednesdays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 12:00 p.m. Greg Henning (864) 944-8686
Mexican Train Dominoes 3rd Monday Event Center 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. Elly Simmons (864) 944-7692
Monday Morning Painters Mondays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 9:45 a.m. - Noon Carol Rolf (864) 944-1337
PEO Group 4th Wednesday Club 11:30 a.m. Ellen Zaki (864) 719-0147
Piano Connection 4th Thursday Members' Homes 1:00 p.m. Kit Warner (864) 985-0607

Pickleball Club Refer to Pickleball Bulletin Board for the Monthly 
Schedule

Pickleball Courts Varies Leslie Walker (919) 356-8063

Ping Pong Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays Fitness Center 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Larry Jurvud (864) 944-9547
Pinochle 3rd Monday Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 7:00 p.m. Harry Hornburg (864) 944-7273
Racquetball Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays Fitness Center 8:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. Fitness Center (864) 944-1001
Red Hatters lst Friday Josassee Rooms 11:30 a.m. Dawn Traina (864) 944-6048
Rosary Prayer Group Tuesdays White Water Room (Event Center) 4:30 p.m. Agatha Bodwell (774) 208-3480
Rummikub 1st & 3rd Wednesdays Jocassee South (Event Center) 1:30 p.m. Carole Lengyel (864) 719-0428

Salem Lions Club 2nd & 4th Mondays
4th Mon. only June, July, August

The Lighthouse Restaurant 6:30 p.m. John Gerhart (864) 719-0237

Senior Softball League Mondays Nettles Field in Clemson 9:30 a.m. - Noon Michael Steffen (772) 631-9619
Social Singles Group 2nd Wednesday Club 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Jean Kovacs (864) 719-0483
Spades 4th Thursday Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. Greg Henning (864) 944-8686
Sunday Night Bridge Sundays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. TBD TBD
Tennis Open Play (Men & Women) Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays Tennis Courts 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. Fitness Center (864) 944-1001
Tennis Association (KKTA) Social event dates vary TBD TBD David Blakely (404) 915-4627
Ukulele Group Thursdays Lakeview Room (N. Marina) Noon - 2:00 p.m. Larry Berridge (828) 556-1787
Upstate Historical Seekers 4th Monday Varies by activity 10:00 a.m. Nan Donovan (216) 218-5590

Wine Appreciation Club 3rd Thursday
(Restarting in June)

Vista 6:30 p.m. Bruce Johnson (864) 944-7384

Women's Bunco 2nd Wednesday Lower Level Meeting Room (Club) 1:30 - 3:45 p.m. Ethel Dial (864) 903-0535
Women's Ping Pong Wednesdays Fitness & Racquet Center 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Debra Swift (716) 308-8682
Woodworkers Club Meeting dates vary TBD TBD Mike Witteveen (765) 426-5577
Writers Ink 1st & 3rd Fridays (except holidays) Various homes in KK 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Ellen Mims (864) 719-0267

 Activities Information
Changes to the Information are in bold.

Additions or Corrections, contact Jo Keah Teague at jteague@kkpoa.com or  Scuttlebutt@kkpoa.com
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Sue.Pulliam@allentate.com
#1 Top Performing Realtor Lake Keowee-North Office*

Ranked Among America’s Best 
Real Estate Agents by REAL Trends **

Sue Pulliam
864-723-0629

*WUAR 1/1/2021-12/31/21 & ** REAL TRENDS 1/1/21-12/31/21

18 Commodore Drive
3BR/2.5BA 
$439,900

JUST LISTED & UNDER CONTRACT JUST LISTED

55 Gulf Stream Lane
3BR/3.5BA
$1,650,000

SOLD

38 Channel Lane
3BR/3BA
$575,000 

RECENT LISTING ACTIVITY

CHEER!
Wishing you and yours a 

bright and beautiful new year.

KKLGA-18 
The 2022 KKLGA-18 season ended 

on November 15 without playing the 
much-anticipated Beat the Pro tourna-
ment due to rain and cold temperatures. 
Play may have been canceled but the 
turnout for the luncheon, organized by 
Kathy O’Brien and Juanita Keranan, 
awards, and membership meeting was 
well attended. Our new board was ap-
proved, the lunch was delicious and 
we got to say a final farewell to Zach 
Moore. Even though the KKLGA-18 season officially ended on November 15, 
league members can continue to sign up on Tuesday for off-season league play.

The success of our season is a direct reflection of our board and committees 
who worked diligently for the members of our league. Our sincerest apprecia-
tion for the leadership and enthusiasm of the 2022 board: President, Grace Gil-
lis; Vice President, Karen Daniels; Secretary, Andrea Howard; Treasurer, Con-
nie Norwood; and Past President, Pam Miller. As a thank you for all she has 
done for our league, and because she is planning to travel more, the member-
ship gifted Grace with a nice “go bag” to carry with her to those far-off places.

Congratulations to the 2023 Board: President, Karen Daniels; Vice Presi-
dent, Eileen Edmondson; Secretary, Tina Karol; Treasurer, Connie Norwood; 

and Past President, Grace Gillis.  
We also want to thank our Pro Shop and cart staff for their support through-

out the season.

Awards and recognitions for the season were presented to the following 
members:

•	 Member/Member Champions: Cindy Doherty and Margaret Eldridge
•	 Skipper Cup Champion:  Sue Gripp
•	 League Champion:  Christy Mostowy
•	 Senior League Champion:  Margaret Eldridge

Keowee Key® GOLF

Passing the Gavel -  
Karen Daniels, Grace Gillis

2022 Jan Crosby Memorial Award - 
Grace Gillis, Zach Bumgarner,  

Debby Calhoun

2023 KKLGA18 Board -  
Grace Gillis, Tina Karol, Eileen 

Edmondson, Karen Daniels  
(not pictured, Connie Norwood)



ScuttlebuttScuttlebutt January 2023Page 18

Members with the Most Participation for the Season (34 possible):
•	 1st Place:  Pam Miller – 31

•	 2nd Place: Lane Lynch – 29

•	 3rd Place:  Judy Griffiths – 28

Honorable Mentions:
•	 Leigh Bearden – 27

•	 Jeannette Gangl – 27

•	 Andrea Howard – 27

Most Improved Player:
•	 1st Place:  Andrea Howard

•	 2nd Place:  Kit Warner

•	 3rd Place:  Nancy Winchcombe

Ringers (This is a record of best scores per hole on league play days.  It’s a per-
sonal best “Dream Score.” First-day league play scores are recorded and replaced 
throughout the season with improved scores for each hole.)

•	 Flight 1:  Connie Norwood 62; Lynn Hilt 65

•	 Flight 2:  Mary Ann Gilligan 64; Andrea Howard 65

•	 Flight 3:  Sue Engler 69; Judy Griffiths 71

•	 Flight 4:  Pat Hilla 66; Jeannette Gangl 71 

10239 Clemson Blvd. • Suite 140, Seneca • porchconversionofseneca.com

Call Today
864-888-1620

For Your
Free

Estimate!
Transforming Ordinary Spaces To Extraordinary Places!

Great Views. Comfort. Privacy.
Abundant Daylight. Sunrises. Sunsets. 

Enjoy a New Sunroom!

Pricing Strategy Advisor

Sandy Peirce 
Realtor®

864-630-2700
sandypeirce.com

Wishing You Health & Happiness 
in the New Year 

Scan the 
QR Code to 
order a free 
digital copy 

today!

The Winter 2023 Sellers Guide is Here!

Keowee Key® GOLF

Clark Brooks, 
2022 Skipper Cup Champion

Jim Newman, 2022 KKMGA-9 
League Champion (Gross)
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Jan Crosby Memorial Award: In 
memory of one of our dear members, 
Jan Crosby, the Jan Crosby Memori-
al Award sponsored by her husband, 
Charles, was presented this year to 
Debby Calhoun who demonstrates 
strength and courage as well as a pas-
sion for golf while facing adversity.

KKMGA-9
The KKMGA-9 Hole League 

wrapped up the 2022 season with an 
awards banquet at the Keowee Key 
Club. The league and 2022 league 
President Chris Overly, recognized the 
2022 League Champions at the dinner. 
Jim Newman (Gross Score) and Jim 
Rossiter (Net Score) were the 2022 League Champions. Additionally, Clark 
Brooks was recognized as the 2022 Ryder Cup Champion.
2023 KKMGA-9 League President, Steve Smith, introduced new 2023 board 
members Carlton Pearson and David Blanks at the dinner.

The KKMGA “9-Holers” will continue to meet and play on Monday and 
Wednesday throughout the winter months. If you are interested in playing in 
a golf league at Keowee Key, the “9-Holers” would love for you to join them. 
It’s a fun, low-pressure, but competitive group that you will enjoy playing with. 
Simply sign up in Chelsea or contact the Pro Shop and plan to have some fun. 

The KKMGA-9 Hole League would like to wish everyone a Happy and Safe 
Holiday Season.

See you at the course in 2023!!

KKMGA-18
The last tournament of 2022 is the Annual Iron Man event. This is an indi-

vidual net score game in which the tournament committee takes the game from 
its normal degree of difficulty and sets up the course to present challenges that 
are best described as diabolical. Pin placements on the crest of slopes positioned 
directly behind bunkers. Tee shots from out of bunkers or to temporary greens 
with pins that are two feet high. Blind shots up hills with no visible pin at all. 
And, of course, the entire course was soaking wet with Cart Path Only (CPO)
on all holes. Add to this that all putts had to be holed and no equitable scoring 
is allowed (if you make 10 you take 10) you would expect the scores to be as-
tronomical. Although no one broke net par, there were many very impressive 
scores as Steve Lawrence won in a three-way match of cards with Tim Sullivan 
and Banks Hudson at 72 to become the 2022 Iron Man. Congratulations to 
Steve, Tim, and Banks on great rounds on a very challenging golf course.

In the Flights:

Flight 1) Tim Howard 74

Flight 2) Tim Sullivan 72

Flight 3) Pete Salis 73

Food Trucks Onsite

Outside TVs & Patio

Music & Games

Family Atmosphere

14 CRAFT 
BEERS 

ON TAP!
Domestic Beer & 
Wine Available

S
A L E M  S C

  E S T D  2 0 2 2

TWICE
TOWNA

165 E Main Street, Salem
864-719-0014

Hours: Closed Mon • Tues-Wed 4-9pm • Thurs 3-9pm • Fri 3-9:30pm
Sat 11am-9:30pm • Sun 12:30-9pm

Like us on Facebook for Live Music Updates and Happenings!

Join
Us

for a drink!

Keowee Key® GOLF

Jim Rossiter, 2022 KKMGA-9 
League Champion (Net)
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Flight 4) Steve Sheffer 73

Flight 5) Richard Matero 77

Flight 6) Mike Batton 75

Flight 7) Greg Henning 73

Flight 8) Banks Hudson 72

Flight 9) Bruce Robertson 76

Congratulations to all those who 
participated and it is worth noting 
that 99 league members ground it out 
on a tough day and a tough setup. 
When you define the essence of the 
league, it is competition and camara-
derie. This is what it looks like!

Speaking of accomplishments Cory 
Chambers had his first ever Hole-In-
One on December 1. This was a Big 
Boy “HIO” as he hit a 5 wood 180 
yards to a back pin for an Ace on Hole 
#3. Congratulations to Cory for his 
first, arguably the toughest Par 3 on 

Keowee Key® GOLF

Congratulations to Mr. Cory 
Chambers on his first-ever  

hole-in-one today on Hole #3  
at Keowee Key!

Sunday Couples Golf Group Annual Awards and Christmas Dinner.

the course.
When you read this it will be 2023, so on behalf of the KKMGA board to 

all of our members (old, new, and those to join) we wish you a happy, healthy, 
and peaceful 2023. We look forward to seeing you all on the course next year 
for another year of league golf at Keowee Key. Join up and come out and play!
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As we wrapped up 2022, we continued to welcome new members to the 
KKTA including: Trindi Wright, Stan Thomas, Jeff Sinkele, and Jack Lee. 
Looking forward to lots of great tennis in 2023! Our new membership chair-
person, Kathy Elam, can be reached at kelam97@aol.com or 813-453-2120 
for any questions

The captain of our newest Keowee Key tennis team, Joyce Brooks says, 
“What started as a group of ladies attending the Thursday novice program 
back in the Spring of 2022 turned into the formation of the first Keowee Key 
2.5 Women’s 18+ (yes, we play the youngsters!!) team playing competitive 
tennis in the Fall Fun League! The team started practice in early September 
with 13 players and quickly grew to 18 players with the team name “Party 
at the Net.” These ladies went from focusing on getting the ball over the net 
to doubles/singles strategy and competitive placement. We owe so much to 
the Pros Ward and Brad as well as volunteers Jim Wood and John Jakszta for 
their patience, guidance, and never-ending support. We finished the Fall Fun 
season with a match against Thornblade, winning two of the three matches 
with one going into a tie-breaker and the other with a 6-0/6-0 win. These 
ladies have a lot to be proud of and we can’t wait to see what the spring season 
holds.”

Our amazing President, Patty Robertson, finished her term and the KKTA 
will miss her terribly! At our annual Holiday Brunch, Wendy Jakszta read this 
delightful poem giving well-deserved accolades to Patty.

T’was two weeks before Christmas
And in KKTA
Everyone was saying
“Let’s get out and play!”

“But wait,” Said some of us
“We’ve got things to do!”
“Like what?” said Patty.
To start with - thanking you.

“You’re joking,” said Patty
“What did I do?”
Give us a moment

• CITY OF SENECA •

CAFEMore info at senecascevents.com

Follow us on Facebook Race For The Green @ SenecaSCarolina

5K & HALF MARATHON

runsignup.com
ONLINE ONLY REGISTRATION

Cash Prizes to 
Top 3 Finishers 
in the 5K and 

Half-Marathon!

Beautiful 
Emerald Necklace

Courtesy of 
Bradley’s Jewelers

DOOR PRIZE FOR 
RACE ENTRANTS

Kids’ 
Fun Run

FREE
Ages 12 & 

Under

SATURDAY
MARCH 11

2023

SIGN UP
TODAY!

Keowee Key® TENNIS

Party at the Net’ 2.5 ladies’ tennis team.jpg, Front Row: Carol Austin, 
Nancy Lenkowski, Pam Shealy, Jennifer Rowe, Kaleen Dixon. Back Row: 

Eileen Simollardes, Alex Hazlett, Vicki Tougaw, Joyce Brooks, Jean 
Durbahn, Cindy Register, and Coach John Jakszta. 

Patty Robertson
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And we will review.
You’ve helped grow KKTA
to over 260;
Everyone agrees,
this is really quite nifty.

You really have a knack
for getting things done;
You’ve even found a way
to make Bag Tags fun!

You’ve stood on the shoulders
of others before you;
And let it be said
Everyone adores you.

It could be the lipstick,
as red is in fashion.
Or maybe its creating
those PayPal transactions?

What you’ve done here for tennis
is known far and wide;
It’s something you’ll be able
to look back on with pride.

Your list of accomplishments
is long and distinguished;
May the fire you have started
never be extinguished.

At this brunch, the membership 
was made aware of what incredible 
accomplishments were achieved in 
2022:
•	 Grew membership from 196 to 

260+ (April – November)
•	 Created an electronic member-

ship application that links to 
the directory

•	 Created an electronic registra-
tion process for all events

•	 Began processing credit card 
payments for events

•	 Added new board position – 
Director of Tournament Play

•	 Oversaw 21 USTA teams with 
108 members over four seasons, 
including a new 2.5 Women’s 
team (up from 16 teams with 
74 players in 2021)

•	 Introduced monthly newsletter 

with special weekly editions for 
USTA play

•	 Received $2,500 event spon-
sorship (applied to Keowee 
Cup III)

•	 Introduced Tennis Ambassador 
Program (Keowee Key Discov-
ery Package)

•	 Introduced Tennis Everyone? 
New Player Welcome & Devel-
opment Program

•	 Continued Tennis Connect 
Program

•	 Continued and modified Nov-
ice Tennis Program

•	 Introduced tournament Bag 
Tags for winners and finalists

•	 Organized trips to Clemson to 
watch Men’s and Women’s Ten-
nis

•	 Continued Mimosa and Bloody 
Mary Tennis Series hosting six 
each

•	 Hosted two social tournaments 
(Racquets, Paddles & Cues, 
and Hakuna Matata)

•	 Hosted several major parties 
with complimentary food and 
entertainment

•	 Hosted two competitive tour-
naments (Keowee Cup III and 
Club Championships)

•	 Hosted three professional ten-
nis tournament watch parties

•	 Hosted three Tennis Fun Fri-
days (including Clemson 
Adaptive Tennis Team exhibi-
tion and 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration with Clemson varsity 
players)

•	 Purchased racquet dampeners 
as gifts for renewing and new 
members

•	 Contributed $1,000 toward 
Keowee Key branded wind-
screens and purchased a wire-
less microphone system

The KKTA would like to give a big 
‘Shout Out’ to our Ladies 3.0 tennis 
team as Captain Lorra Tassin shares, 
“Thank you to this awesome group of 

Kind. Caring. Smart.

(828) 712-7437
1209 Stamp Creek Road
Salem SC 29676
jan.rector@allentate.com

Real Estate Professional 
With 28 Years Experience.

JAN 
Rector

ABR, CRS

• BUYING OR SELLING •

Keowee Key® TENNIS
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If buying a home is on your list of New 
Year’s resolutions, now is the perfect time 
to start planning. Here are some top tips to 
start the process.

1) Evaluate your current living 
situation. Make a list of what is most 
important to you and then try to list your 
top 2-3 priorities. Some aspects to consider 
are: location, school districts, bedroom/
bathroom count, yard space, neighborhood 
amenities, etc.

2) Know the facts of your current home 
expenses. Whether you rent or currently 
own, make sure you’ve broken down the 
added expenses of things like HOA, renter’s insurance, 
homeowner’s insurance, taxes, etc. That way you can be 
ready to make a more accurate apples-to-apples comparison 
once you find a home. It’s also important to know what it may 
cost to break a lease should you need to.

3) Organize your documents. While you are in the 
process of prepping for the new year, this is the time to 
organize financial documents you may need to provide to 
purchase a house. These may include things like tax returns, 
W-2s, K-1s if you’re self-employed, paystubs, etc. It will be 
much easier to go through the process if you already have 
these handy.

4) Get Prequalified. It is beneficial to begin the process 
before you’ve spent the time looking at homes. I will be able 
to check your credit report and give you an accurate estimate 
of what you can afford, as well as different loan programs to 
consider.

5) Find a trusted real estate agent. Once you know how 
much home you can afford, a real estate agent will be your 
guide to helping you find the home to fit your needs, as well 
as represent you in the buying process. They will be able to 
give you further guidance on what to consider when you are 
ready to start the home search process.

While buying a home can be a large financial move, it 
doesn’t have to be overwhelming. By doing a few steps to 
plan, you will learn valuable knowledge to help make the 
buying process easier.

Want to find out more? Visit Sue Ann Guthman at  
Bank South Mortgage, 105 
A. Ram Cat Alley in Seneca, 
phone (864) 990-4355 or email 
sguthman@banksouth.com.

Buying a Home in the New Year?
Paid Advertising

HOME  
BUYING

SUE ANN 
GUTHMAN

Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. BankSouth Mortgage Company, LLC.  
NMLS # 690971. BankSouth Mortgage is a wholly owned subsidiary of BankSouth. 

Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. BankSouth Mortgage Company, LLC. NMLS # 690971. 
BankSouth Mortgage is a wholly owned subsidiary of BankSouth. This is an advertisement.

SUE ANN GUTHMAN
senior mortgage banker
o: (864) 990-4355
c: (770) 856-0111
sguthman@banksouth.com
www.LakeKeoweeLender.com
NMLS: 200802

105 A Ram Cat Alley
Seneca, SC 29678 

It doesn’t matter if you call me 
first or last – make sure you 
check my rates before you 

choose your lender!

ladies. The Keyed Up team’s positive attitude and hard work took the team 
from last place (2-6) during our maiden 2021 spring season, to second place 
(6-4) for the 2022 spring season. It is such a pleasure to take the court with 
such a wonderful group of ladies. Eyes on the Ball!” They recently completed 
their Fall Fun Season with much success and anticipate an even better 2023 
spring!
The tennis community salutes Pros Brad Huff and Ward Snyder. They work 

tirelessly to make tennis at Keowee Key awesome and have more behind-the-
scenes responsibilities than most realize. Brad played scholarship tennis at 
the University of Tulsa and Furman University. Ward was recruited by Clem-
son as a doubles specialist and played four years for the Tigers. Contact Brad 
or Ward for lessons to improve your game!

Words from Ward
Hello 2023 and Happy New Year, Keowee Key!
As you’ve probably figured out, this column was written last year. So maybe 

some old news, but hopefully entertaining, nevertheless.
Below is a photo taken on November 26, the day the Grant clan invad-

ed Keowee Key to leave a fun path of destruction over Keowee Key’s finest 
players. Geoff and Kevin, the sons of Suzanne and Dave, had their talent on 
display upon defeating our recent club champions, Bob Daffin and Brian 
Tucker.

Second up were the old pros, Brad, and Ward, and even though we lost 8-5 
in a pro set, we gave them a battle (much more competitive than the last go 
around, pre-Covid). The tipping point occurred when I was serving down 
5-6 and up 30-15 in the game. I hit my best serve into the corner of the ad 
court where Geoff was chomping at the bit to return it. Guess it was too pre-

The Ladies’ 3.0 team celebrating Christmas and a very successful spring 
season!

Keowee Key® TENNIS

This cast of characters put on a hilarious rendition of ‘The Twelve Days Of 
Christmas’ at our annual Holiday Brunch
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dictable. That is my preferred target (down the T as we teach you all to 
poach), and Geoff leaned in with his devastating two-handed forehand, 
hitting a missile past me as I unsuccessfully attempted to serve and 
volley. That shot took the wind out of our sails and the rest was history 
as Geoff served out the set. Sorry that more members did not attend, 
but I think it might have had something to do with a certain football 
rivalry happening at the same time in a town called Clemson (oh my, 
let’s forget about that one). If we can coax the brothers back again, I 
guarantee it will be worth the price of admission.

Now onto the new year. It’s time to enjoy, improve and revel in each 
day that we face in our amazing journey called life. I am a firm believer 
in positive thinking both on and off the courts, and good results tend to 
be a direct outcome of that. In other words, whatever sport you partake 
in, do not dwell on a missed shot, bad set, or game but rather focus on 
the most important point—the next one. I cannot guarantee positive 
results 100 percent of the time but would bet the odds move in your 
favor with the right mindset.

I have restated how practice makes both perfect and permanent. Both 
Brad and I look forward to the opportunity to tweak your strokes or 
show you something new. In either case, the byproduct of proper in-
struction and practice is a more positive outcome, and at the end of the 
day, enhanced enjoyment. Isn’t it fun to hit the ball to the “right” spot 
and win the point? Or to run your opponent from side to side while 
you command the middle of the court on your side? Treat yourself in 
this new year with a lesson or two, whether by your lonesome or shar-
ing with one or two others, and I can guarantee improvement!

Wishing you all a very prosperous and healthy new year.
All the best,
Ward

Keowee Key® TENNIS

The Grants compete against Bob Daffin and Brian Tucker,  
and Ward and Brad.

Your News        Your News        
 Your Way.    Your Way.   
• Local government watchdog reporting!
• Walhalla, Seneca, West-Oak and  

Daniel High school sports coverage!
• Tell Willie!
• Compelling Lifestyle Features!
• Best of the Best!
• High School and College Sports Preview
• Area Festival Guides
• Cancer Awareness featuring local warriors
• Special Holiday Sections

The Journal
MISS A LOT!MISS A DAY ...

CALL 864-882-2375
to subscribe today!
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Happy New Year 2023 come what may.
Something special or just another day?
Lift our heads high or roll in the hay?

So many things to mind
Moving forward or leaving behind?

Fertile ground, aspirations, good intentions.
Foul thoughts, evil projections!
These we should not mention.

Do it right and make amends
 Different paths: right or the wrong treacherous bends.

This one day a change can bring about.
Joyful singing, or anguish’s cringe and shout.

New Year should create wondrous new routes,
No doubt.

Where to go this coming year?
Your decision - steps to sadness or cheer?

Each day focus on good.
Meet challenges, act like Robin Hood

One for all and all for one
Push forward, get it done

A better world for everyone

Historic legends are hard to reach
Need concrete plans, paths that teach.

2023 will be an epic year
Take faithful action, no fear

Forge paths, holding them dear.

Shift eyes above the horizon
See positive actions that are rising.

Oh! 2023 will be so appetizing!

Happy New Year 2023
by Brian Lamb

From the Inkwell
Creative Writing from Writers Ink

êêêêêêêêê
KKPOA’S DECEMBER “STAFF STAR” 

STARLA KELLEY
STARLA KELLY of The Club at Keowee Key, nominated by Club Director 

Mary Davis. According to Mary, 
“Starla has been with us for almost 20 years.  You never 

know where you might see Starla working.  One day she 
might be working in The Bistro for lunch, then bartending 
that night, or maybe cooking in the kitchen and then clean-
ing The Club with housekeeping.  Starla is one of the hard-
est workers I have ever known.  Regardless of how many 
hours she has put in for that day, she works just as hard at 
10 p.m. as she does at 10 a.m.  She is reliable and thorough 
in all she does.  Her familiarity with our members and her 
ability to remember their special moments makes many of our members feel like they 
are coming to their home away from home. Her compassion and thoughtfulness with 
her coworkers and members are just more reasons why she is deserving of Staff Star.”

A “Staff Star” is recognized for consistently going above and beyond what is 
required in the performance of his/her responsibilities at Keowee Key.  Each 
“Staff Star” is awarded a letter and plaque of recognition, $100 cash, and one 
paid day off. 

Congratulations and thanks to Starla for earning the designation of “Staff 
Star”!

No one can beat our
work quality or customer care! 
Our family will treat your family with the utmost care and respect. 

We guarantee our quality of service!

Family Owned and Operated
Veteran Owned 

Serving Oconee & Pickens Counties 
and Surrounding Areas

864-557-0380
SteamMasterUpstate.com

PRESENT THIS AD AND 

SAVE $10
Offer Expires 02/28/23

Our Services Include:
Residential & Commercial Carpet Cleaning
Tile & Grout Cleaning • Area & Wool Rugs
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Directory Additions
Bonvenuto, Thomas & Pamela 
Johnson
4 Keepers Lantern Drive
T- (310) 422-3028,  
 tombonvenuto@yahoo.com
P- (310) 433-1501,  
 pamjubu@gmail.com
Hometown: Camarillo, CA

Guimbarda, Carlos & Julie
21 Mainsail Drive
C- (470) 222-1532,  
 cguimbarda@yahoo.com
J- (678) 656-6990,  
 jguimbarda@yahoo.com
Hometown: Cumming, GA

Hane, Willard & Pat
2 Keepers Lantern Drive
W- (864) 324-7739,  
 seash1@gmail.com
P-  (864) 324-7739,  
 hane.patricia@gmail.com
Hometown: Charleston, SC

Ureneck, William & Ann
4 Beach Court
W- (732) 547-2579,  
 wureneck@yahoo.com
A- (732) 547-2578,  
 annureneck@yahoo.com
Hometown: Red Bank, NJ

Winsor, Bonnie & Sharon  
Winsor-Lainhart
45 Foremast Drive
B- (434) 202-0702,  
 brwinsor@comcast.net
S- (561) 371-9710,  
 boxwoodfrm@gmail.com
Hometown: Pottsville, PA

Name, Address, Email, Phone 
Number, or Hometown Updates
Koleszar, Marv
(864) 247-3494

Weinstein, Elliot & Patti
109 Bowline Court

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Please make the following additions and changes to your Directory. If you 
did not get listed in the Directory, or have changes or questions, please 
call the Administration Office, 944-2312. The Scuttlebutt can’t take 
information directly from you. Cut-off date for Directory changes is the 12th 
of each month.

Balanced Life Wellness

Bank South Mortgage
Sue Ann Guthman

Better Furniture Outlet

Furniture & Accessories

Blue Marble

Bob Hill Realty

Brews On The Alley

Carolina Home 
Real Estate

Casual Carolina
Custom Monogramming, Embroidery

Clemson Heritage  
Senior Living

Davenport Funeral Home

David Adrian
Edward Jones Financial Advisor

Darren Phillis
ReMax Realty Professionals -Lake Keowee

Dear Rosie Boutique

Dolly’s Roofing

Dominion Senior Living

Emily’s

Field Insurance

Foothills Heritage Market

Foothills Insurance

Glick’s Greenhouse

Golden Corner Insurance, LLC

Insurance Works

Keowee Brewing Company

Keowee Outdoors

Lewis Patterson
State Farm Insurance

Mayberry’s

McClains Custom Silks
Floral Design and Gifts

McNeely’s Store Rental
Clemson & West Union

Moore’s Wine, 
 Whiskey and More

Northwestern Supply 
Irrigation Outdoor & Waterworks Supply

Nutritional Prepped Meals 

Oconee Audiology

 Palmetto Spirits

Pub Blue

Sandifer Funeral Home

Seneca Animal Hospital

Sluder Urban Forestry

313 Cafe

The Residences  
At Park Place

Town & Country  
Enterprises, LLC

Tri-Star Imports

The Journal
Your Local Advertising Team:
Larry Davidson, JD Donald,  
Christi Jones, Bill Duncan

Upstate Insurance

Walhalla Performing Arts Center

Walhalla Pharmacy

Wishbook Furnishings

Yousef’s Kitchen

SHOP LOCAL.

EAT LOCAL.

SPEND LOCAL.

ENJOY LOCAL.

Jo
bs

Busin
ess

Community

KEEP IT

LOCAL

BULLETIN BOARD
In Sympathy

The Community extends its sympathy to the  
families of loved ones who recently passed away:

Jamie L. Ingham
November 18, 2022

Penny Cutler (former resident)
November 26, 2022

Billy A. Franks
November 28, 2022

Dawn A. Traina
December 3, 2022

Carolyn L. Paradise
December 5, 2022
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:

Saturday, January 21 @ 7:30 PM
Balsam Range is Buddy Melton (fiddle, lead and tenor vocals); Darren Nicholson (mandolin, octave mandolin, 

lead vocals, baritone and low tenor vocals); Dr. Marc Pruett (banjo); Tim Surrett (bass, dobro, baritone and lead 
vocals); and Caleb Smith (guitar, lead & baritone vocals). The five original members are all acoustic musicians and 

singers from western North Carolina. They thoughtfully and respectfully adopted the name of a majestic range 
of mountains that surround part of their home county of Haywood, NC where the Great Smoky Mountains meet 

the Blue Ridge, the Great Balsam Range.

BALSAM RANGE

Friday, January 20 @ 7:30 PM
Their name says it all: The Dave Matthews Tribute Band. For nearly 20 years, the band has been performing sold 

out shows around the world; playing over 1,500 dates in 46 states and 8 countries. Many go to their live shows with 
reservations, high expectations, and the burning question, “Do these guys sound like the real Dave Matthews Band?” 
Almost always the answer is, “Yes!” Since 2004, The DMTB is the only nationally touring tribute to the Dave Matthews 

Band. This 5-piece ensemble strives to pay homage to their famous counterparts by matching the excitement, 
energy, intensity and intimacy of a DMB live show.

THE DAVE MATTHEWS TRIBUTE BAND

Friday, January 27 @ 7:30 PM
The MILLION DOLLAR REUNION is an exciting new show that celebrates 
the music created at SUN Studios, in Memphis, Tennessee, known as the 

Big Bang of Rock and Roll Music. Produced by Broadway veteran Bobby Taylor, 
and featuring former cast members of the worldwide hit show Million Dollar 

Quartet, the MILLION DOLLAR REUNION takes the audience on a spirited 
journey to an earlier time, with dynamic performances of some of the 

greatest hits of Rock and Roll.

THE MILLION DOLLAR REUNION: 
ELVIS, JOHNNY, CARL & JERRY LEE

Saturday, January 28 @ 7:30 PM
  7 Bridges: The Ultimate EAGLES Experience is a stunningly 

accurate tribute to the music of the Eagles. Using no backing tracks or 
harmonizers, 7 Bridges faithfully re-creates the experience of an Eagles 

concert from the band’s most prolific period. Every show features 
one brilliant hit single after another with some mighty Joe Walsh 

surprises sprinkled into the mix.

7 BRIDGES:
 THE ULTIMATE EAGLES EXPERIENCE

Tickets & Information: WalhallaPAC.com | 864-638-5277
#WalhallaPAC

Scan the code 
to save 10%!

Friday, February 10 @ 7:30 PM
An undisputed expert in the fine art of making hit music, 

Jim Messina’s legacy of musical genius spans five 
decades, three super groups, Buffalo Springfield, POCO 
and Loggins & Messina, etc., a vibrant solo career and 

scores of producing and engineering credits.

JIM MESSINA
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Happy New Year to everyone! We 
are looking forward to a year filled 
with fun, social events, and friendly 
competition. If you haven’t already 
done so, consider joining the Pick-
leball Club to participate in these ex-
citing events.

New Members: We welcome our newest mem-
bers to start the New Year: Joyce Prockton from 
the Finger Lakes region in New York, Jennie Weeks 
from Louisville, and Stephen Anderson from Ashe-
ville.

Pickleball Club Christmas Party: Jan Moore and 
Amiee Fountain hosted a beautiful Christmas par-
ty in the Vista Room on December 4. We were 
greeted by the Lake Arte Trio, consisting of Dorcas 
Annett on the piano, Charlotte Cobos on the vi-
olin, and Kaleen Dixon on the flute. The cocktail 
hour was followed by a delicious plated dinner. 
The new pickleball board members for 2023 were 
introduced, followed by recognizing the Most Im-
proved players for 2022: James Jackson and Bren-

da Humphrey. Then the party-goers got down to 
some serious dancing and line dancing until the 
wee hours of the night. A great time was had by all 
165 people who attended. 

Club Championships: The tournament, sched-
uled for December 3, was postponed due to in-
clement weather.

Fall Interclub Play: Thirty-eight women from 
Keowee Key participated again this fall in the 
Golden Corner Women’s Pickleball League. There 
were two Advanced/High Intermediate teams and 
one Intermediate team this season. Team points 
for each of the team competitions were tallied and 
standings were determined based on total points 
and matches won. 

There were a total of six Advanced/Intermediate 
teams this fall - Keowee Key (Teams A1 and A2), 
Spindle Tree, The Falls, The Reserve, and South 
Cove. The final standings of the Fall 2022 season:

Keowee Key A1:  7 points (50 of 90 matches 
won) 

South Cove: 6 points (51 of 90 matches won)
The Falls:  6 points (50 of 90 matches won) 
The Reserve:6 points (44 of 90 matches won)
Keowee Key A2:  4 points (42 of 90 matches 

won) 
Spindle Tree:  1 point  (33 of 90 matches won)

There were a total of four teams for this inaugu-
ral season for the Intermediate level in Interclub: 
Keowee Key, The Cliffs, The Reserve, and South 
Cove. The final standings of the Fall 2022 season:  

The Cliffs:7 points (52 of 81 matches won) 
South Cove: 5 points (44 of 81 matches won) 
Keowee Key:  4 points (39 of 81 matches won)  
The Reserve:2 points (27 of 81 matches won)
 
Keowee Key women worked very hard and 

fought brilliantly against our competitors and had 
a great time. They represented Keowee Key very 
well. Congratulations to all players. We are so 
proud of you!

In the Men’s Fall Interclub season, eighteen play-
ers from Keowee Key participated in approximate-
ly 150 games over ten weeks. The season totals 
were close for all teams except Spindle Tree, which 
won both the regular season and the playoffs. They 
came in 1st Place, followed by The Cliffs in 2nd 
Place, and Keowee Key in 3rd Place, ahead of The 

Keowee Key® Pickleball

Christmas Party hosts 
Amiee Fountain and 

Jan Moore  

The most improved 
players for 2022 are 

Brenda Humphrey and 
James Jackson.

The Lake Arte Trio: Charlotte Cabos on violin, 
Dorcas Annett on piano, and Kaleen Dixon  

on flute.

Women’s Interclub Team A1 (L-R): Jaye 
Melanson, Tish Fontana, Fran Franke, Pam 

Shealy, Nancy Lenkowski, Ann Savoca, and AJ 
Koontz. Vanessa Bonet is not pictured.

Women’s Interclub Team A2 (Back row L-R): 
Cindy Doherty, Karen Daniels, Susan Brennan, 
Kelly-Jo Jones, and Maura Gerstner. (Front row 

L-R): Kim Reynolds and Kim Szabo. Wendy 
Jakszta is not pictured.

Women’s Interclub Intermediate Team (Back row 
L-R): Joyce Brooks, Crystal Blide, Debbie Barry, 

Brenda Humphrey, Liz Turner, Kellie Boyce, 
Cindy Fisher, and Debbie Lantz. (Front row 

L-R): Eileen Simollardes, Chris Durick, Claudia 
Jackson, and MJ Raymond. Darlene Avila, Leslie 

Colomb, Peggy Braswell, Barb Jacobs, Dana 
Loring, Deb Vong, Margaret Stricker,  

Kim Newton, Ann Ureneck.  
Kathy Elam is not pictured.
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514 Long Reach Drive
$1,249,000

31 Foremast Drive
$1,150,000

1 Hawser Court
$489,000

1000-3 Captains Cove Court, #3
$309,000

Local • Regional • Global
#1 in the Carolinas*

864-944-2400
allentate.com

55 Gulf Stream Lane
$1,650,000

4 Cutter Lane
$819,000

Located right outside the gates of Keowee Key® 
on Stamp Creek Road

*2018 REAL Trends 500, closed transaction sides

We’re Your Realtors —
And Your Neighbors.

Local • Regional • Global  #1 in the Carolinas*

864-944-2400  /  allentate.com
Sue Pulliam

(864) 723-0629 
Clay Vassey

 (704) 991-5703

Diana Brock 
(828) 606-2574

Eldon Blust
(864) 710-5224

Becky Rutkiewic
(703) 626-8246

Jan Rector
(828) 712-7437

Matt Wessels
(404) 374-7124

Sandy Peirce
(864) 630-2700

Darlene Avila
(703) 850-3764

Melanie Fink
(864) 940-5766

Reserve, South Cove, and The Falls. Planning for 
the spring season will begin soon. Congratulations 
to all the men who competed so well.

Ladies Social: The fourth and final Ladies Social 
for 2022 was held on December 1. Over 60 ladies 
enjoyed delicious snacks, friendship, and pickle-
ball play. They collected an abundance of needed 
and fun items for the residents of Lakeside Assisted 
Living in Walhalla.

Save the Date: The club competition chairs, 
“JJ” Jacobs and Scott Lincoln, and the club social 
chairs, Kim Newton and Brenda Humphrey, are 
busy planning fun and exciting competitive events 
and parties for 2023, respectively. Follow this col-
umn for monthly updates.

 Player Development: All Keowee Key residents 
are invited to “Introduction to Pickleball” cours-
es which are held each month under the direction 
of Brad Huff and Ward Snyder. See the Friday 
Flyer for details. Facilitated Player Development, 
where club members get individualized teaching 
by volunteer facilitators under the direction of 
Cindy Doherty is held on the third Wednesday 
of the month from 9 to 11 a.m. (24 players), and 

from 6 to 8 p.m. (Eight players). These sessions 
are for players at all skill levels. Sign up well in 
advance, since all sessions fill up quickly, at www.
keoweekeypickleball.org/player-development. If 
you sign up, but then find out you cannot play, 
please notify Cindy since there is always a waiting 
list of people wanting to participate. As a remind-
er, the first, second, fourth, (and fifth) Wednesdays 
of each month are set aside for “drop-in” Skills and 
Drills training, open to all Keowee Key  

From the Pickleball Committee:
•	 Whenever you use the tennis courts, please 

return the portable nets to the side of the 
court along the fence.

•	 Local area guests need to be registered at the 
FRC desk or the sign-up sheet at the middle 
pavilion. They are limited to ten visits per 
year and a $10 daily use fee will be assessed.

•	 Please cancel any court reservations that can-
not be used, even for inclement weather

Rule Definitions: Dink Shot: A shot where the 
ball is intended to land within the non-volley zone 
(NVZ). Fault: A rule violation that results in a 
dead ball and the end of the rally.Line Call: Loud 

words indicating that the ball had not touched 
the required court space, including “out”, “wide”, 
“deep”, “no”, and “long.” Lob: A high and deep 
shot that is intended to force the opponent back 
to the baseline. Non-volley zone (NVZ): The 7 
by 20-foot area adjacent to each side of the net, 
including all lines of the NVZ. Rally: Continu-
ous play after the serve and before a fault. Volley: 
During a rally, a strike of the ball out of the air 
before the ball has bounced.

Year-end Review (as covered in these 2022 Scut-
tlebutt issues):

January: New club officers were announced; 
Cindy Doherty took over Player Development 
from John Walker after leading it for seven years. 
The Club Championship Gold Medal winners 
were Lannie Hassel, Ed Sim, Jaye Melanson, and 
Freddie Bonet. The most improved players for 
2021 were Andy Allison and Mary Jane Raymond.

February: A surprise tribute to John Walker 
brought tears to his eyes.

March: “Update Membership” and “House 
Rules and Etiquette” tabs were added to the Club 
website.

Keowee Key® Pickleball
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April: Mark Renneson, “Head of Pickleball Coaching for Tennis Canada,” 
conducted several training clinics at Keowee Key. “Show your Love” Ladies 
Social led by Mary Jane Raymond, Ann Ureneck, and Chris Durick was held 
in the FRC due to rain. The Pickleball Committee updated the pickleball 
brochure and provided a QR code to access the brochure, the current block 
times, and the Rule and Etiquette at the Pavilion.

May: The “St. Patrick’s Day Party” hosted by Jim and Jennifer Rowe, Amiee 
Fountain, Joe and Joan Ferrara, and “JJ” and Barb Jacobs featured a taste of 
Ireland. The Spring Ladder League women’s winners were Fran Franke (most 
points) and AJ Koontz (most wins). The men’s winners were Freddie Bonet 
(most points and wins) and Jerry Jeffrey (most wins, after Freddie). New 
cameras were installed allowing one to view all eight courts. Morning block 
times changed to begin an hour earlier for summer. 

June: Tennis Courts 1 and 2 were resurfaced with dual lines for pickleball 
and tennis. Pickleball Courts 1 – 4 had LED lights installed and prepared 
for resurfacing. The women’s Golden Corner Pickleball Interclub League was 
initiated, and Keowee Key women placed first over The Falls, The Reserve, 
Spindle Tree, South Cove, and Clemson.

July: Kaleen Dixon and the Gals Pals hosted a Margarita-themed member-
ship party. Cindy Register became the 400th Club member.

August: A big “thank you” to Jim Rowe for donating a pickleball machine 
to the FRC for all residents of Keowee Key to use after appropriate training. 
Racquet pros, Brad Huff and Ward Snyder began offering training sessions 
for players of all skill levels.

September: A Whist-style tournament gold medal winners were Fran 
Franke, Kris Tompkins, Freddie Bonet, and Scott Jenson. The “Go for the 
Gold” party celebrating Keowee Key’s 50th Anniversary was hosted by Eileen 
Simallardes, Leslie Colomb, and Cindy Fisher. 

October: Stretching before and after pickleball was discussed along with 
an illustrated “stretching exercise” chart. Clarification about the non-volley 
line being “out” during a serve but being “in” at all other times was present-
ed. Courts 1 – 4 were resurfaced and lined.

November: The 8th Annual Keowee Classic tournament included 215 
players from surrounding communities and seven states forming 161 teams 
competing for medals. Keowee Key players won seven Gold, three Silver, and 
six Bronze medals. Gold medal winners were AJ Koontz/Jaye Melanson, Peg-
gy Braswell/Leslie Colomb, Cindy Doherty/Kim Szabo, Dennis Heine/Ed 
Sim, Kathy Bargeron/ Dennis Heine, Lannie Hassel/Jeff Jeffrey, and Cindy 
Doherty/“JJ” Jacobs. The 3rd Ladies’ Social used all eight courts for pick-
leball and a wagon full of Halloween-themed candy was collected for the 
Golden Corner Food Pantry. Block times moved back an hour for winter. 
The pickleball amenity website was updated to include a ball machine tab 
with a “how to” video.

December: The “Spooktacular” costume party featured home-cooked bar-
beque by Dave Humphrey and Chris Newton with pickleball on all eight 
courts and an SUV full of food for the Golden Corner Food Pantry. The KK-
POA Board approved adding a part-time Pickleball Pro who would report 
to Bryan Coker at the FRC to the Vote Package. The Ladies Social collected 
needed items for residents at Lakeside Assisted Living in Walhalla. The Club 
Championship was postponed due to rain. Jan Moore and Amiee Fountain 
hosted a wonderful Club Christmas Extravaganza on December 4.  

Keowee Key® Pickleball

May true happiness, longevity and good fortune 
be with you this new year and always.

512 East Main Street
Westminster, SC

864.647.5446
SandiferFuneralHome.com

Brian & Tammy Allen, Owners

Trusted. 
Quality Professional Guidance for 

Funerals, Cremations and Cemetery Services.

Headstones • Markers • Maintenance
On-site Reception Center
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Pet Supplies Plus Seneca
113 Rochester Hwy |  864.453.0440  |  Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Independently Owned & Operated

At Pet Supplies Plus, we are proud to be part of the neighborhood. Our 
stores are smaller by choice and our shelves are stocked with just the right 
products, specifically chosen to help you keep them happy and healthy.

+ Full-service grooming & self-service pet wash
+ 1-Hour Curbside Pickup, Free Same-Day Delivery & Autoship Program
+ Price Match Guarantee
+ Widest selection of wet cat & natural dog foods
+ Made in the USA treats & toys

1 Hour 
Curbside 
Pickup

Save More  
with 
Autoship

Free 
Same-Day 
Delivery

Free
bow or bandana with full-service groom

Enter code 81027 at checkout
Valid 1/1/2023 through 1/31/2023

Pet Supplies Plus Rewards members only. May be redeemed at Pet Supplies Plus Seneca only. One coupon per household. 
May not be combined with any other offer. Restrictions may apply. No cash value or cash back. Excludes gift cards, Dirty Dog 
Discount cards and prior purchases. Valid on in-stock items only. Void if altered, reproduced, transferred, sold, or where 
prohibited by law. Offer may be revoked at any time. Discount percentages will be deducted after all other eligible discounts 
are applied but before sales tax. Purchase minimums must be met after all other discounts are applied but before sales tax. 
Customer is responsible for applicable taxes.

More ways to shop your local store! 

Keep them cool  
with a fresh cut!

Adopt A Highway
Litter Pickup by Lake Keowee Asso-
ciation

A big thank you goes out to the 
Lake Keowee Association, a group of 
Keowee Key volunteers, who meet in 
front of Allen Tate Realty quarterly 
to keep our local highways beautiful. 
During the first week of December, 
litter cleanup was accomplished over 
several days and sporadic hours due to 
the weekend rain.

Two groups of volunteers picked up 
25 bags of trash, one bag of recy-
clables, a trash can, plywood, a cell-
phone, and a large box of Styrofoam 
along highways 130 and 183. Thanks 
to the 18 volunteers for hauling all 
the trash back to the rocks in front of 
Allen Tate Realty and the Key Mart. 
Community Patrol was able to track 
down the very grateful cellphone owner. The Lake Keowee Association is 
part of the South Carolina Adopt a Highway program and is coordinated by 
Phyllis Raver, robertraver@charter.net, and Lanny Parsons LanLinp@yahoo.
com. Email either Phyllis or Lanny if you would like to be added to the email 
reminder distribution list for email reminders on the dates.

The 2023 scheduled litter pick dates are: March 4, June 3, September 2, and 
December 2. Adjustments for holiday weekends and rain may be made.

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
The Lake Keowee Sobriety Group added a third meeting to their weekly 

schedule. They meet in the Lakeview Room at the North Marina:
•	 Sundays 9 a.m.
•	 Tuesdays 5 p.m.
•	 Thursdays 5 p.m.  (New as of 12/20)
•	 These meetings are open to anyone who has a desire to not drink alcohol.

Art Connection
Happy New Year! 2023 – 

it’s hard to believe. I hope 
this year is the best one yet 
for you and your family 
with lots of good times with 
friends and family and with 
good health for all! 

The Art Connection is ex-
cited to be planning events 
for 2023: a Spring Art Show 
in April, new workshops, 
and art presentations. The 
Gallery Walls were changed 

Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES

Volunteer Nancy Chandler reclaims 
a couple of dozen adult beverage 

containers from a ditch along 
Highway 130 near the golf course.
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on January 5 with Steve Garner as our Featured 
Artist and the theme of the Members’ Wall is 
“Flowers.” Watch for an eBlast from The Club 
announcing the date for our next Arty Party. 

In December we had two watercolor Christmas 
card workshops and a beaded ornament workshop. 
This month we will have a watercolor Valentine’s 
workshop. Most of our workshops do not require 
experience in painting. You just have to be a mem-

ber of The Art Connection. Yearly dues are $10. 
If you are interested in becoming a member or if 
you have questions about Art Connection, contact 
Frances Matthews at francesmatthews0@gmail.
com.

Bridge
Fourth Friday Ladies’ Bridge

Fourth Friday Bridge will be held on January 27 
at 10 a.m. at The Club in the Vista Room.  Please 
call The Club by January 25 to make reservations 
and include your member numbers. The Club will 
be serving Pumpkin Curry Bisque and Chicken 
Salad Croissants. 

Anyone needed a sub or wants to sub may call 
Rita Weaner at 944-9986. 

High Scores For November  Were: 
Rita Weaner. 4470
Evelyn Jamieson. 3830
Elisabeth  Baker. 3700
Carole McShera. 3680
Marge Hendrix 3600

Wednesday Evening Duplicate Bridge
A friendly, fun duplicate bridge game is open to 

all players at all levels. Play starts promptly at 7 
p.m. Wednesday nights in the Keowee Room at the 
Event Center and runs to about 10 p.m. Plan to 
arrive by 6:45. Reservations are not required; come 
when you can. For players who want them, the 
American Contract Bridge League (ACBL) sanc-
tions our bridge club to award Masterpoints. The 
cost to play for an evening is $2 for ACBL mem-
bers and $1 for non-ACBL members. You must 
come with a partner. If you need help finding a 
partner or have other questions, email lakekeowee-
bridgeclub@gmail.com, or phone Bill Walker at 
864-643-8074. Looking forward to playing bridge 
with you.

Keowee Big Band
The “Keowee Big Band” (formerly known as 

“Dixie Keys Band”)  is a group of amateur and 
professional musicians from Keowee Key and 
the surrounding Lake Keowee communities. The 
Keowee Big Band’s music focus is mostly dance 
band and “big band” music from the 30s and 40s 
swing era, some jazz from the 50s, along with 
some more modern music too. Check out some 
videos we have on our Facebook page and You-
Tube. Just search for “Keowee Big Band.” 

If you enjoy the music we play and want to 
hear us play at events more often at The Club and 
continue the Open Practice sessions into 2023, 
please mention it to The Club management. 

The band is set up to play song arrangements 
as a traditional 17-piece “Big Band,” in the stan-
dard 5/4/4/4 setup consisting of 5 Saxophones, 
4 Trumpets, 4 Trombones, and 4 piece Rhythm 
section of Piano, Bass, Guitar and Drums, and 
vocals. 

Currently, we are actively seeking to fill these 
open positions: 
•	 Drum Set  
•	 Trombone 3 & 4 
•	 Trumpet 4 

If you played an instrument in college or high 
school, have just recently started playing, or are 
still currently playing and looking for a group 
to join, it’s fun to get together and play familiar 
tunes right here in Keowee Key. We practice once 
per week. To find people to fill the open posi-
tions, we are moving our weekly practice times in 
2023 to Wednesdays from 6 to 8:30 p.m., a more 
convenient practice time for those not yet retired, 
or for students. We will have practice sessions in 
the Lakeview Room at North Marina and Water-
side Crossing Clubhouse. Drop by for a listen! 

We are available to play for local events and 
charity fundraisers. For more information, please 
contact Ken Kaiser at 630-319-9676, trumpet-
ken@gmail.com, or Larry Thibeault at 603-769-
9922, lthibeau@alum.wpi.edu. 

Keowee Key Dance Club®
The Keowee Key Dance Club does not 

have an event in January. We hope everyone 
had a safe and joyful Holiday Season. As we 
bring in the New Year 2023, we are looking 
forward to upcoming dance club evenings. 

Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES
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Our first dance for 2023 will be held on February 19, featuring 
“Band Magic.” The menu and detailed information will be in the 
next Scuttlebutt and Friday Flyer.

We currently have 129 members, so, invite your friends and 
neighbors to an evening of dinner, dancing, and socializing. New 
members are always welcome. To obtain an application contact: 
Treasurer, Cheryl Mathews, mathews.cheryl@sbcglobal.net. If you 
would like more information about Dance Club contact: Vice Pres-
ident, Kathy Beck, ktkate79@gmail.com, or 864-376-3779. The 
membership fee for the remainder of 2022 -2023 Dance Club year 
is $75 and includes four dances, February through May. The guest 
fee cover charge is $15 per individual per dance.

Dance Cub Schedule 2022-2023

Date Band

January 2023 No Band

Sunday, 2/19/23 Band Magic

Sunday, 3/19/23 DJ Benny

Sunday, 4/16/23 2nd Time Around

Sunday, 5/21/23 Trade St, Union

President, Pam Shealy / Vice President, Kathy Beck Treasurer, Cheryl 
Mathews / Secretary, Mary Jane (MJ) Raymond

Locally Owned & Operated

Burial Packages 
Starting at $5,995

Seneca Chapel

Personalized, Dignified, Affordable

101 E. North 2nd Street, Seneca, SC 29678
www.mountainviewfunerals.com

864-200-2068

Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES

Jo
bs

Busin
ess

Community

KEEP IT

LOCAL

live local. 
shop local.



ScuttlebuttScuttlebutt January 2023Page 34

Keowee Kwilters
Keowee Kwilters meets every Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Lakeview 

Room at the North
Marina. We bring our own projects and lunch. All quilters are welcome. We 

exchange ideas and have fun. Any questions, please call June Kuter, at 864-
944-6597, or contact Cammie Kaiser, at cammiek2014@hotmail.com.

Key Rollers
The Key Rollers completed the first 

half of their bowling season on De-
cember 14. Look for the first-half win-
ners in next month’s Scuttlebutt! Meet 
some more of the Key Rollers below.

Lake And Hills Garden Club
January finds many of us welcom-

ing a new year savoring seasonal tem-
peratures, warming fires in the fireplace, 
and quiet restful moments in our gardens. 
Leafy blankets cover and protect the natu-
ral areas around the community offering a 
haven for turtles, toads, and other wildlife, 
as well as nutrients for the soil. Opportu-
nities abound for us to research and plan 
garden amendments to fortify the soil in 
our planting beds, garden plots, and con-

TICKETS 
MAKE GREAT 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

OR STOCKING 
STUFFERS!

Howard Blackwell has performed with Penn & Teller in Las 
Vegas, and with Rick Harrison of Pawn Stars Do America 

and in many countries around the world. He will perform on 
the Oconee Community Theatre stage on January 14, 2023.

General admission tickets — $35.
VIP tickets — $50 Limited Quantities!

Includes hors d’oeuvres, drinks and interactive time 
with Mr. Blackwell prior to the show. 

Oconee Community Theatre
864.882.1910 • 8001 Utica Street, Seneca

Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES

Ocelots: Barb Dawson,  
Carl Halvorsen, Elaine Simpson, 

Rick Krueger

Cathy Halvorsen, Bob Panza,  
Ron Raymond, Carol Rolf

Jaguars: Ellie Croft, Pam Davis, Bill 
Turnure, Keith Eustis

Myrle Defendorf was the 
November speaker and 

workshop leader on creating 
succulent and cactus dish 

gardens.

New members at the November meeting:  
Joyce Driscoll, Jo Anne Shanks,  

and Shu Chang.
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tainers. There is time also for perusing seed catalogs 
and purchasing seeds to sow for those more tender 
crops, ensuring that seedlings are strong and healthy 
for planting in the spring. Yes, even though our Up-
state area is now firmly ensconced in what could 
be the coldest time of the year, gardeners can still 
dream those green thumb dreams.

Although we may have pulled the blankets up 
under the chins of our planting beds, members of 
the Lake and Hills Garden Club (LHGC) have not 
been still. Lynn Pode and company made certain 
that our community was dressed in festive garb to 
celebrate the holiday season. Other committees 

have been busy outside our Keowee Key commu-
nity with projects while still other committees have 
been coming together to make plans for this new 
year. We are all eagerly awaiting a new year with its 
new beginnings.

One recent project was at Hospice of the Foot-
hills Festival of Trees which featured trees spon-
sored and decorated by area organizations. The 
LJGC’s creation of “Gnome Grown Christmas” 
won Grand Prize and was auctioned off at their 
gala for $900, a record amount from years past, to 
benefit the Hospice of the Foothills.

The first Friday in December is celebrated as South 
Carolina’s Arbor Day. LHGC members planted 
trees at two elementary schools, Tamassee-Salem 
Elementary and Keowee Elementary. Students and 
staff members at these schools joined club mem-
bers as assistants in completing the projects. Care 
and maintenance of the newly planted trees was 
shared with the students while they helped to dig 
the holes, spread the roots of the trees, place them 
in the holes, and water them. As the Dalai Lama 
said, “One fulfills one’s responsibilities, serves one’s 
fellow beings which not only brings happiness but 
benefits all,” when one plants a tree.

At the December LHGC meeting, members en-
joyed a musical presentation by the Seneca High 
School Band Ensemble. Social time offered a slide-
show of the 2022 activities and a chance to visit 
with club members and welcome visitors. A lovely 
luncheon was served and then down to business 
where the new officers were installed and the gav-
el passed to Suzi Overly, the club’s 2023 Presi-
dent. President Overly shared with the members 
her theme, “Where flowers bloom, so does hope,” 
a quote from Lady Bird Johnson, along with her 
Special President’s Project, a joint venture with the 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) organization at 
Seneca High School. Funds will be provided to 
them for the purchase of rain barrels and raised 
beds for the school. LHGC members will be en-
couraged to volunteer to assist the FFA organiza-
tion with the Agriculture Fair in September which 
is open to all elementary school children in Oconee 
County. Our new club Vice President, Nan Don-
ovan, will be in charge of programs, workshops, 
and our “Go Out and Learn” excursions. Proposed 
program topics include Hummingbirds, Fireflies, 
Amaryllis, and planting on a slope, among others. 
Workshops are being planned on using pumpkins 
in arrangements and yard art featuring cups and 
saucers. Of course, surprises are such fun, so hush, 

hush for now on additional topics.
Other activities include The Native American 

Tree committee which hopes to investigate a large 
tree above Jones Mill Road for inclusion in their 
registry of Cherokee Trail Trees. The Art in Bloom 
committee is making plans to participate in the 
spring Art Connection Exhibit. The Birds and 
Blooms committee works tirelessly throughout the 
year to plant and maintain containers around the 
grounds at Seneca Health and Rehab. They also 
clean and fill more than thirty or more bird feed-
ers.

The Lake and Hills Garden Club offers many 
opportunities to show off your gardening skills 
or grow your knowledge and improve your green 
thumb. Visitors are always welcome. The next 
LHGC meeting will be on January 13 at 11:30 
a.m. in The Club Vista South Room. For informa-
tion, visit lakeandhillsgardenclub.com, or contact 
our Membership chair, Diana Beane, at 304- 546-
9110 to join or attend as a guest.

Rummikub
Happy New Year, all.  The fun-loving, non-com-

petitive group of Rummikub players meet on the 
first and third Wednesday of the month at 1:30 
p.m. in the Jocassee South Room at the Event Cen-
ter. The dates for January are Wednesday, January 
4, and Wednesday, January 18. Make one of your 
resolutions for 2023 to come play Rummikub. We 
will teach you how to play if you are unfamiliar 
with the game. Please bring a friend, a game if you 
have one, and something to drink.  For more infor-
mation, call Carole at 864-719-0428. 

Shuffleboard
The 2022 shuffleboard season for Dizzy Discers, 

Dynamic Diskers, and Super Sliders ended in early 
November. The league scorekeepers computed the 
league winners for the coveted traveling trophies. 
The following league winners were announced at 
the December 7 Christmas and Awards Dinner as 
follows:

Dizzy Discers:
High game score of the season Judy Trad and Hel-

en Doornbos at 316 (single game)
2nd Place winner: Carole Lengyel with 6,221 

points
1st Place winner: Helen Doornbos with 8,824 

points

Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES
Alice Guzick 
was the lucky 
winner at the 
November 
meeting of 
the beautiful 
arrangement 
created by 
Janice Espie-
Steffen

Succulent Workshop participants  
(L-R) Diana Beane, Janice Espie-Steffen,  
Diane McGee, Evelyn Cole, Ginny Cooper,  

Karen Pfaff, and Shu Chang.

LHGC newly elected officers for 2023 (L-R) 
Suzi Overly, President; Nan Donovan, Vice 

President; Cathy Waite, Recording Secretary; 
Cheryl Fullerton, Corresponding Secretary; Ginny 

Cooper, Treasurer Advisor; Julie Hoppock, Co-
Treasurer, Barbara Ziehe, Co-Treasurer
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Dynamic Diskers:
3rd Place winner: Darlene Mutz with 1722 points
2nd Place winner: Helen Doornbos with 2,941 

points
1st Place winner: Brian McGrath with 3,812 

points

Super Sliders:
High game score for the season: Brian McGrath 

and Darlene Mutz
3rd Place winner: Darlene Mutz with 3,915 points
2nd Place winner: Brian McGrath with 4,347 

points
1st Place winner: Helen Doornbos with 5,516 

points

Winter League Hours for November  
through March:

All leagues will continue to play from November 
through March during the adjusted hours listed be-
low. Scores will be kept as usual, but not included in 
the season awards.

•	 Dizzy Discers: every Monday, from 9:45 a.m. 
to noon

•	 Dynamic Diskers: 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 
from 1:45 to 4 p.m.

•	 Super Sliders: 2nd and 4th Thursdays, from 
1:45 to 4 p.m.

Both Super Sliders and Dynamic Diskers dine at 
The Club arriving at 5:45 p.m. for a 6 p.m. din-
ner on the same day they play. Any player from any 
league can join the dinners by calling The Club and 
making a reservation. Currently, members are or-
dering off the menu.

League Coordinators for 2023:
•	 Dizzy Discers: Carole Lengyel, Carol May, 

Mary Overman, Collette Johnston
•	 Dynamic Diskers: Diana Kimmel, Chris Mc-

Swain, and Laura Havran
•	 Super Sliders: Debbie and Jim Hauser, Tom 

and Carol Mowry
•	 FRC Representative: Melinda Troxler
Interested in learning more about Shuffleboard or 

joining a league? Check out the Keowee Key web-
site under the Shuffleboard button. Information is 
provided on how to reserve a court, the rules for 
playing, pictures, play times, and procedures for 
joining the three different groups via the SPOND 
app. You don’t have to know how to play shuffle-
board to join a league. Our expert players will teach 
you the basics as everyone warms up and then turn 
you loose to learn as we play.

Writers Ink
Writers Ink is a friendly group of amateur writ-

ers. We share our stories, memoirs, and poetry in a 
small group setting. A sample of our work can be 
found in this paper’s From the Inkwell column. If 
you are a budding writer, come join us. We meet 
twice monthly on the first and third Friday of the 
month from 1-4 p.m.  For further information, 
contact Ellen Mims at ermims22@gmail.com or by 
calling 864-719-0267.

Keowee Key® ACTIVITIES

Front Row L-R: Elly Simmons, Fredi Hallman, Karen 
DeVelder, Debbie Durland, Wanda Heffelfinger, Helen 
Dornbos, Darlene Mutz. Back Row L-R: Woody Foster, 

Evelyn Cole, Barry Cole, Gary Kimmel, Craig DeVelder, Roger 
Heffelfinger, Carol Foster, Brian McGrath, Chris McSwain, 

Judy Mordhorst, Irene Ferber. Not pictured are Eddie 
McSwain and Diana Kimmel.

Wednesday players for Dynamic Diskers wrap up  
the season play at Chestnut Point while enjoying  

the beautiful weather.

Brian McGrath holds the 
Dynamic Diskers traveling 
trophy for first place while 

Helen Doornbos earned 
both the Dizzy Discers 

and Super Sliders league 
trophies. Helen moved 

here a couple of years ago, 
and could no longer play 
pickleball and tennis; she 
tried shuffleboard and has 
no regrets about learning 

to play a new sport 
that’s easier on the body. 
Congratulations to both 

Brian and Helen!
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Animal Rescue Fund (ARF)
www.arf-sc.org, 864-882-4488

Elgin - six month-old female
This soft-as-silk beautiful female tabby whose markings re-

semble those of a Bengal cat is very sweet, relaxed, and laid 
back. She purrs quietly when petted and will make a won-
derful companion. Elgin’s adoption fee of $85 includes lab 
work, current vaccination, and a microchip. Elgin is already 

spayed.

Samson - eight-year-old male 
  Sadly, his loyal person had to go into assisted living and 

there was no one to care for him leaving him distressed. We 
know that with love and patience, he’ll once again be the 
friendly, outgoing fellow he once was. Could you be that per-
son? Samson’s adoption fee of $85 includes lab work, current 
vaccination, and a microchip. Samson is already neutered.

Blue Ridge Arts Center (BRAC)
The Blue Ridge Arts Center is pleased to welcome the new year with our An-

nual Juried Show. The show opens on January 20 with a reception from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. and runs until February 24. The juror will be Keowee Key resident Fred 
Graff, who is a leading artist and instructor in the field of watercolor. The Mem-
bers’ Challenge will be “The Blues Have It.” Ayme Black will display her work in 
the Members’ Gallery. The work of the live model drawing group, which meets 
on the second and fourth Thursday afternoons, will be exhibited in the Studio. 
Gallery hours during the show are Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 1-4 p.m., 
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please see our website, blueridgeartscenter.com, 
or call 864-710-6593 for details.

Oconee Humane Society
1925 Sandifer Blvd., Seneca, 864-882-4719, oconeehumane.org 
Please visit our website and fill out an appointment request to meet one of 

our adoptable pets. 
Ace - Male, American English Coonhound, American Mix , three years 

old 
Ace is silly, goofy and ready to set up shop in YOUR lap! Never meeting 

a stranger, Ace is an active, playful, ham of a dog. Very huggy and lightly 
kissy, Ace enjoys bouncing around our play area and then making himself 
comfy in our laps. Good natured and very gentle when it comes time for 
treats, Ace would be a terrific companion for a more active family who en-
joys some outside activities. Go get ‘em Ace!  

 
Freckles  - Hound Mix , 1.5 years , Female  

Freckles is such a cool mid-sized girl. She truly loves every-
one, including other dogs. She’s not really the leader of the 
pack or the wallflower and seems content to go and do what-
ever everyone is doing. You’ll find yourself wishing to give her 
a hug and a kiss as she quietly sits right beside you seeking 

you out for companionship. Sweet girl!  
 

Some Inspection Benefits
• Save big with reduced water bills
• Assure your drains are flowing properly
• Plumbing fixture examination helps prevent plumbing emergencies
• Extend the life of your plumbing fixtures and water heaters
• Complete peace of mind and more!

www.carolinaheating.com

Call Us Today To Schedule 
Your Complimentary 
Plumbing Inspection!
864-232-5684

TRUST THE LOCAL UPSTATE SOUTH CAROLINA
PLUMBING INSPECTION SERVICE EXPERTSNews of  KEY INTEREST
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Wiley  - Treeing Walker Coon-
hound  , 4 years , Male 

 Wiley is quite the ham, and 
what a happy go lucky guy. Su-
per friendly, interactive and en-
gaging, he’s just a pleasure to 

hang out with. He’s such the handsome fellow 
with his tri-colored coat and long, lean frame. 
And those big droopy ears totally round out his 
appealing good looks. Wiley is great on the leash 
and is softly affectionate but never overbearing. 
You can count on him for some deep hugs and 
maybe even some draped doggy sessions. Come 
see for yourself! 

 
Birdie  - Domestic Shorthair, 5 
years, Female 

Birdie is a beautiful, friendly 
Calico kitty. And weighing in at 
16 pounds there is a lot to love! 
From the moment you open her 

kitty condo door, she is ready to greet you. Head 
scratches and back rubs…yes, please! Birdie is a 
real sweetheart who is sure to win you over. Come 
meet her today! 

Julia  - Domestic Shorthair, 6 
months, Female 

Sweet Julia came to us with a 
broken leg. She has been recov-
ering in a foster home. She gets 
around very well now, barely fa-

voring her injured leg. Our vet recommends that 
she be confined in a large cage or small area and 
only let out under supervision for another month 
or so to be sure she doesn’t reinjure her leg. Her 
foster dad says she is friendly, outgoing and a purr 
machine that will make a great pet!

Oconee County Theatre (OCT)
Comedy Night

January 6, 8 p.m., Featuring Headliner - Rob-
ert Weems - NBC, and three others. $8 at the 
door. Age 18 or older.

An OCT Special Presentation: Howard Black-
well, Mentalist. 

He has performed with Penn and Teller in Las 
Vegas and many countries worldwide. 7:30 p.m. 
General Admission - $35      Box Office opens 
at 7 PM. 6:30 p.m. VIP tickets $50 – limited 
early admission for hors d›oeuvres, drinks, and 

interactive magic time with Mr. Blackwell prior 
to the show. 

In February watch for 1984  (February 10-
12 and 17-19), and auditions for the all-se-
niors casting of Seventeen, February 13-14  at 7 
p.m.

Nunsense coming in March

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI)
Clemson OLLI Begins  
Winter 2023 Term 

Clemson OLLI has officially re-
leased the Winter 2023 Course Cat-
alog. Register now for the diverse collection of 
courses, events, excursions, and trips that Clemson 
OLLI has to offer.

Join us at the Cheezem Education Center in Pat-
rick Square on Thursday, January 19 at 1:30 p.m. 
(social time and refreshments start at 1 p.m.) for 
OLLI’s Winter 2023 Term Launch Event.

Welcome the new year and OLLI’s Winter Term 
in the warm company of OLLI members and fea-
tured speaker Dr. Otis W. Pickett. Dr. Pickett is the 
current Clemson University Historian and a pre-
vious associate professor of history at Mississippi 
College. This event is free to all OLLI members, 
guests, and the public, but registration is required. 
To register for this event, go to https://www.olliat-
clemson.org/events or call the OLLI Office at 864-
633-5242.

OLLI is happy to announce that courses are 
being offered at the Historic Ballenger House in 
Seneca this term. The Ballenger House was built 
by Grady Woodfin and Eleanor Ballenger in 1925 
and stayed in the Ballenger family until 1979 when 
son Woodfin (Monk) Ballenger donated the home 
to the newly created Seneca Women’s Club. This 
grand venue will be the site of five OLLI classes this 
winter, featuring topics ranging from classic music 
to the war to end all wars.

On Wednesday, February 8 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., 
Senior Lecturer of Music and former Artistic Di-
rector of the Brooks Center for the Performing Arts 
at Clemson University, Dr. Eric J. Lapin illustrates 
the musical styles, historical context, and master-
works of the Classical period in OLLI course “The 
Classical Era of Music.” The War to End All Wars: 
The First World War in the Ypres Salient emphasiz-
es the Ypres Salient, a portion of Belgium smaller 
in area than Oconee and Pickens counties that ac-
counted for nearly ten percent of all military deaths 

in World War I. Join retired political science profes-
sor and former director of Clemson’s Honors Col-
lege, Stephen Wainscott on Wednesdays, February 
8 and February 15 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. to learn 
more about Belgium’s “Flanders Fields,” the causes 
of “the war to end all wars,” and the long-lasting 
effects that World War I has had on nearly every 
significant event since.

To learn more about OLLI’s upcoming courses 
and events, visit https://www.olliatclemson.org to 
read a PDF version of the Winter 2023 Catalog or 
stop by the Cheezem Education Center in Patrick 
Square to take home a printed version.

Seneca Koffee Club
The speaker at our December 6 

meeting was John Rittman, Head 
Coach of Clemson University Soft-
ball. We want to thank John for taking the time 
to address our group with such an informative and 
extremely interesting presentation. You can learn 
more at:

 https://clemsontigers.com/coaches/john-rittman
Attendance at this meeting was 92.

Our 2023 Speaker Schedule is listed below:
•	 January 3: Erik Bakich, Men’s Baseball Coach, 

Clemson University
•	 February 7:  TBA
•	 March 7:Charles Lutz, Retired DEA Special 

Agent
•	 April 4:Dr. Mark Krystofik, Associate Di-

rector of Operations & Sustainability, Watt  
Family Innovation Center, Clemson Univer-
sity

•	 May 2:Vendo Toming, Escaping Estonia
•	 June 6:High School Football Coach (TBA)
•	 July 11:Riley Johnson, Events Coordinator, 

City of Seneca and Football Official andHead 
Referee

We are a Men’s group that meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at The Lighthouse on Doug Hollow 
Road. “Meet & Greet” starts around 8 a.m. – our 
meeting is generally called to order around 8:30 
a.m. Annual dues are $132, payable in $66 install-
ments in July and January. Dues for those joining 
in mid-term are prorated. The dues assessment cov-
ers the cost of your breakfast. Attendance is com-
plimentary for first-time visitors who have the bona 
fide potential to join as members. Excess funds ac-
crued from member non-attendance are donated to 
local charities.

News of  KEY INTEREST
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Meeting residents of Keowee Key is a key benefit (pun intended) of exploring 
potential Native American marker trees in the community. Riding in an ATV 
for the first time, and enjoying challenging hikes to places where most members 
don’t have the opportunity to go is another. Below is a recap of some explora-
tions:

Within Keowee Key, longtime resident Don Little, led Maria Calderwood, 
Fred Massa, and Laura Havran up a ravine bounded by Gulf Stream Lane, 
Narrows Court, and Long Reach Drive. The ravine is steep with few accessible 
entry points, but Don (who has access from his long steep driveway) led the 
group on a hike up the ravine on an old narrow path to a unique tree. Its cir-
cumference is 58 inches and dates from 1838 and marks the grave of a warrior 
(see photo). After documenting the grave marker tree, the group headed over 
to 38 Gulf Stream, an unimproved lot, to show Don the large tree that Fred 
discovered in 2021 on his hikes. It’s a 350-year-old Native American ceremoni-
al burial tree that is nine feet in circumference. The Cherokee laid the deceased 
body to allow the upwelling energy at the nose of the tree to speed their spirits 
on their journey into the afterlife.

Last-minute adventures sometimes prove educationally rewarding. Julie Hop-
pock and Laura Havran joined the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) 
sponsored tour and lecture titled, “The Role of the Cherokees in the American 
Revolution.” A diverse group of Oconee and Pickens County residents took a 
driving tour of three Native American Villages, while the leader shared the role 
that local Cherokee served during the Revolutionary War. When the Revolu-
tion began, there were sixteen thriving Cherokee towns located in present-day 
Oconee and Pickens Counties, some as large as twenty thousand. Today most 
villages are under the waters of Lake Keowee or Lake Hartwell, while some are 
farm fields or pastures, and others are parks.

In 2020 several com-
mittee members explored 
Native American trees 
and grave sites in The Cliff 
Falls South. The excep-
tionally beautiful Ameri-
can Beech tree just to the 
left of the green on Hole 
1 was documented for the 
Native American Marker 
Tree national database. 
It marked the grave of a 
chief ’s wife from 1760. 
We learned this summer 
that the nose of the tree 
rotted and the base col-
lapsed into the creek. As 
sad as it is to see the ma-
jestic tree disappear from 
the landscape, it is part of 
the cycle of life to death 
and rebirth. To Native 
Americans, death is not 
seen as life-ending, but 

rather as the flow of life, part of the sacred circle. Keowee Key artists, Laura 
Havran (acrylic) and Amy Little (watercolor) have both painted pictures of The 
Cliffs American Beech tree, a fitting memorial.

Future exploration includes hiking to the large tree on a hill above Jones Mill 
Road. It appears to be along a Duke right-of-way, but “old weary knees” did 
not allow the exploration to happen in 2022. Hopefully, a new bionic knee will 
allow this hike to take place in the spring.

Do you have an unusual tree that you’ve spotted? Let us know its location as 
we are always up for more adventures. Chasing Native American Marker Trees 
is funded and sponsored by the Lake and Hill Garden Club of Keowee Key as 
an ongoing project. The group works with the Native American Trail Tree Proj-
ect run by the Mountain Stewards of Jasper, Georgia (mountainstewards.org) 
to locate and document as many of the existing trees as possible. Contact Laura 
Havran at lchavran1@aol.com or Julie Hoppock at juliehoppock@yahoo.com.

Native American Marker Trees

Maria Calderwood and Fred Massi follow Don 
Little up the trail to a Native American tree that 

Don discovered on his neighborhood hikes.

American Beech tree documented in 2020 in Cliffs Falls South marked the 
grave of a Cherokee chief’s wife from 1760.

A Native American tree, located in the ravine behind Gulf Stream, Narrows 
Court, and Long Reach Drive, marks the grave of a warrior from 1838. The 

trail is part of the Native American trails that crisscross Oconee County
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WE LCO M E  H O M E

NEW HOME
New Year  |   New You

www.BobHillRealty.com
Bob Hill Realty

Celebrating 26 years of service in the UpstateCelebrating 26 years of service in the Upstate
(864) 882-0855 | 528-D ByPass 123 | Seneca, SC 29678

Thank You For Voting 
Us The Best Real 
Estate Agency & 
Best Real 
Estate 
Agent, 
Mike Hill!

103 Shipmaster Drive
MLS# 20251366 • $755,000

Mary Lee Bolen — Buyer Rep.

4 Keepers Lantern Drive
MLS# 20255405 • $799,000

Gretchen Griffin — Listing Rep.

6 High Water Court
MLS# 20254666 • $1,175,000

Mike Hill — Listing Rep.

SO
LD

!
SO

LD
!

SO
LD

!




