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Our Daily Bread: Seneca’s Soup Kitchen
Our Daily Bread is an interdenominational Christian Ministry com-

mitted to addressing the needs of the poor and underserved in our com-
munity. It was formed as a 501(c)(3) charity in 1996 and has operated 
out of its facility at 106 Jordan Street since 2002. There are no paid 
positions; everything is volunteer-based. One hundred percent of do-
nations are used in this very worthwhile organization.

The origins of Our Daily Bread started in 1992 when two men, Rick 
Jones and Bob Renzo, started a ministry of feeding those in need on 
Thanksgiving Day. The event was called “Feed the 5000” and continued 
as an annual event. Mrs. Pat Lee asked why the group could not pro-
vide meals five days a week, which was the impetus to start Our Daily 
Bread. Services were originally at a different location, but in 2001 the 
group was notified that the building would no longer be available. The 
current location was built without debt and has served the organization 
well. They are starting their 28th year of serving meals to members of 
our community!

Nine members serve on the Board of Directors, each having ties to 
our community. All money used in this nonprofit comes from dona-
tions by individuals, churches, and local businesses. Daily meals are 
provided in a friendly setting designed to both alleviate physical hunger 
as well as to provide an encouraging and supportive environment to 
enable hope. Resources are also available to help their clients address 
unique challenges they may be experiencing.

In 2022, Our Daily Bread served over 26,000 meals. They averaged 
approximately 110 meals a day and served meals five days a week. To 
ensure their clients have access to food seven days a week, they part-
nered with another KKCP partner, Christ Central Ministries, which 
uses the facility to provide meals each Saturday. Four local churches 
have also partnered to provide monthly rotations for meals on Sundays. 
Our Daily Bread is associated with Second Harvest Metrolina where 
they can purchase food items at a reduced cost.

The featured event is, of course, their annual Feed the 5000 Thanks-
giving Dinner. Information will be provided in October, but you should 
plan to bring your entire family to Our Daily Bread on Thanksgiving 
morning to help in this very special event. In 2022, there were approx-
imately 1,800 meals delivered around Oconee County.

Additionally, they work with the Oconee County Health Department 
to periodically offer free vaccinations for Flu and Hepatitis A. They also 
partner with Clemson University’s Rural Health mobile unit that pro-
vides testing for Hepatitis C and free treatment.

Volunteers are always needed! Individuals can volunteer to serve once 
a week, once a month, or once a quarter. Some of the volunteer po-
sitions include planning weekly menus, preparing and serving meals, 
coordinating, and assisting in food pick-up from donors, inventory and 
organization of food supplies, interfacing with clients, and cleaning the 
facility to prepare for the next day. They especially need day captains 
who lead and organize the meals for the specific day.

Additional groups are also needed to participate in the Sunday rota-
tion of providing meals. It would be wonderful to have a group from 
Keowee Key serve in that role! They also welcome canned food dona-
tions and can accept any canned food that has not exceeded its expira-
tion date. Look at Our Daily Bread’s website for a list of canned goods 
that would be especially useful.

Financial contributions are also needed. They strive to maintain their 
facility in excellent condition and can only do so if we help with our 
financial support. Donations are also needed to purchase the food used 
for the daily meals. This is a very needed service in our community and 
one that is certainly worthy of our contributions. When you donate, 
please note “KKCP” on the memo line of your check.

Keowee Key Community Partnership (KKCP) partners with deserving, effective, 
nonprofit organizations that make a difference in Oconee County. These Partners record 
those donations from Keowee Key but report only cumulative results back to KKCP, en-
abling KKCP to seek matching funds. No individual donor names or donation amounts 
are ever shared with KKCP by Partners, and no money passes to or through KKCP.

KEOWEE KEY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (KKCP)


