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Keowee Fire Department
As our on-campus Keowee 

Fire Department (KFD) be-
gins its 28th year of service to 
our community and enters the 
March-May high-risk wildland 
fire season resulting from lower humidity and 
typically windier events, you might be interested 
in a brief refresher of its history.

Keowee Fire Department, also known as Station 
17, began organizing in 1993 and went opera-
tional in March 1995. That first year it had a paid 
staff of four, a volunteer staff of 12, and made 
29 calls. They are expected to make 700 calls in 
2023, broken down as approximately 275 medi-
cal and 425 fire, traffic accidents, and other types 
of calls for service. Initially a volunteer organi-
zation, in 2004 it was approved by the Oconee 
County Legislature as a Special Fire District 
(SFD) after a referendum held in the district. The 
SFD is governed by a five-member commission 
with a separate tax authority. The district, cov-
ering 30 square miles, is responsible for an esti-
mated 4,500 homes and 28 commercial business-
es, and is the primary off-site response agency to 
Duke Energy’s Oconee Nuclear Site. In 2008, the 
original fire station was replaced by the current 
expanded facility with new staff quarters, train-
ing, and office space as well as added equipment 
bay space. The old fire station (located next door) 
now houses a Prisma EMS crew and serves as a 
satellite office for the Oconee County Sheriff’s of-
fice. In 2009, the Doug Hollow substation was 
added to better serve the south end of the district.

As with most fire services outside of incorpo-
rated cities, our fire department has evolved from 
a volunteer-dependent organization to an almost 
completely paid, professionally staffed depart-
ment. It has achieved an IOS 3 rating on a scale 
of 1-10 (high to low). KFD’s exceptional progress 
hasn’t occurred without strong leadership from 
the Commission, Command Staff, and the Dis-
trict communities’ support. A few highlights:

• From the original four firefighters, we’ve 
grown to a staff of 30!

• The Fire Chief and three Shift Captains 
make up the Command staff.

• Our firefighting line staff of 27 are all South 
Carolina accredited with a required initial 
600 hours of training.

• 14 are also accredited as EMTs and 13 as 
Paramedics, with two paramedics also hav-
ing the Critical Care designation.

• We’re also blessed with five volunteers, each 
of whom is also required to complete 240 
hours of training.

• KFD also has an organized special Dive 
Team for lake emergencies. They are the 
only dive team based on Lake Keowee in 
Oconee County. The fire department main-
tains a boat on Lake Keowee, docked in the 
center of the district near the Lighthouse 
restaurant.

To draw from the larger local base of fire and 
emergency responders, our shifts are staffed with 
a blend of full-time (FT) and part-timers (PT). 
FTs work a 24-hour shift every three days and 
PTs a 24-hour shift every six days. This flexibility 
optimizes the necessary time off and significantly 
reduces the costs of benefits.

We calculate that collectively the above configu-
ration has approximately 585 years of emergency 
services experience! We are indeed very fortunate 
to have this valuable community asset. For more 
information, please feel free to contact Chief 
Brandon Shirley at 864-944-8666 or stop by the 
station at 115 Maintenance Road. You can also 
visit their website at https://www.keoweefire.org.

Remember, when you donate to KFD or any 
of our other Partners, please write KKCP on the 
memo line of your check.

Oconee County Habitat For Humanity
A Place to Get Involved to Help Others 

Oconee County Habitat for Hu-
manity is a locally run affiliate of 
Habitat for Humanity International, 
an ecumenical Christian nonprofit 
housing organization. They are un-
derstandably very proud of the fact that Oconee 
Habitat is the only all-volunteer affiliate in the 
country. Their vision is “a world where everyone 
has a decent place to live.” They hope that by 
partnering with motivated people to build decent 
and affordable housing, they can work toward 
eliminating poverty housing in our county.

A favorite saying of those involved in Oconee 

Habitat is that they are a “hand up, not a hand-
out.” Families that qualify as a partner make a 
down payment on their home and pay an inter-
est-free monthly mortgage. They also volunteer 
250 hours of their own time in what they call 
“sweat equity” to build their own home and the 
homes of others.

To qualify as a partner family, the applicants 
must reside in Oconee County for at least one 
year and their current housing conditions must 
be sub-standard for their family size. Evaluations 
are then made as to whether they have a stable in-
come to meet the minimal financial responsibili-
ties. Applicants cannot be involved in any active 
legal controversies like divorce or bankruptcy.

Since its founding in 1986, Oconee Habitat has 
provided decent, affordable housing in partner-
ship with over 100 families and is continuing its 
home-building ministry at the rate of four to five 
houses per year. As of last month, there were ten 
homes in the process of being built. Supply chain 
delays pushed some closings to this year, but it is 
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hoped these closings can occur very soon.
While financial contributions are always need-

ed, Oconee Habitat reports that often the limita-
tions in the number of homes that can be built 
are due to a lack of sufficient volunteers. The 200-
plus volunteers that make the nonprofit a real-
ity simply cannot do it all, although they gave 
nearly 23,000 volunteer hours in 2022. They are 
in constant need of volunteers – both skilled and 
unskilled. Construction supervisors, plumbers, 
and electricians are always needed. Construction 
crews work four-hour shifts Mondays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, and volunteers of all skill levels are 
greatly appreciated.

In addition to financial contributions and 
mortgage payments, another significant source of 
revenue for Oconee Habitat is its ReSale Store. Its 
goal is to offer high-quality home products at af-
fordable prices with a great shopping experience. 
In 2006, they moved into a 13,000-square-foot 
building at 130 Bountyland Road. This building 
offered a much larger selling floor as well as an 
expanded area for receiving and pricing merchan-
dise. It also has a laundry and kitchen area and a 

facility to permit the testing of major appliances. 
They sell all types of home and garden merchan-
dise from small items to full-bedroom suites.

There are many volunteer opportunities as-
sociated with the ReSale Store. There is a truck 
crew that picks up donated items from homes. 
Volunteers receive, price, and stock merchandise. 
Other opportunities include working as a cashier 
or shift manager, cleaning donated items, and or-
ganizing items on the floor to sell. Oconee Hab-
itat would not be as successful as it is without 
the many hours of volunteer contributions to this 
significant source of income.

In 2011, the Oconee County Habitat Board 
initiated a fund for the sole purpose of providing 
financial support for post-high school continuing 
education for family members of Habitat house-
holds. It was named the Holzhauer Education 
Fund (HEF) in honor of long-time volunteers 
Grace and Bill Holzhauer, who are members of 
Keowee Key. To date, this fund has provided 208 
grants totaling nearly $154,000.

This wonderful nonprofit partner of Keowee 
Key Community Partnership is truly making a 

difference in our community. Please consider 
viewing their website at www.oconeehabitat.org 
to learn how to make a financial contribution or 
how to volunteer your time to help those who 
want to help themselves in our county. There are 
also instructions on how you can donate furni-
ture or other household items to their ReSale 
Store. Historically, Oconee Habitat has not held 
a fundraiser. While that might change in the fu-
ture, they have and always will depend on the 
generosity of others in Oconee County.

Remember, when you donate to Habitat or any 
of our other Partners, please write KKCP on the 
memo line of your check.

Keowee Key Community Partnership (KKCP) 
partners with deserving, effective, nonprofit orga-
nizations that make a difference in Oconee County. 
These Partners record those donations from Keowee 
Key but report only cumulative results back to KKCP, 
enabling KKCP to seek matching funds. No individ-
ual donor names or donation amounts are ever shared 
with KKCP by Partners, and no money passes to or 
through KKCP.
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New Listing!
630 N. Flagship Drive

5 Bed/4 Bath
$1,299,676 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

148 Thomas Green Boulevard, Clemson, SC 29631
www.sothebysrealty.com 864-280-5844

Diane@jha-sir.com

Dedicated. Experienced. Personal. Knowledgeable. Tenacious.

Bringing Sotheby’s International Realty’s 
standard of excellence to your home. 
Call Diane for your Keowee Key® listing 
appointment. Don’t settle for average.


